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Willo Bible Chapel, Willoughby, OH (44:17)

My burden is to speak the word of God, and your burden, your responsibility is to decide whether
it is the word of God. And it will be theavd of God if its in keeping with the Scripture that is read
and spoken uponBut the apostles, in the apostles’ days, when things were bright, when there were con-
versions by the hundreds, and there was the tremendous testyeiog on, the physician Lkwriting
his book, the book of the Acts, incorrectly stated as the Acts of the Apostles, becasséhig Bpirit of
God working, and so it was the Acts of the Holy Spirit, working through men, through the Apostles.

Their commendation of the Bereans, in the land of Greece, was thatetie¥ved the word of
God, as it is, in pmer. And they were more noble, thatthe only time | beliee the word noble is used
in the scriptures, Wi this is the sign of nobilifywith the Spirit of God, that those who reas the word
of God, and studied it, and checkthe Apostles to see whether whaytivere saying was true, that’
nobility with the spirit of God.

Well | have three passages to read, a little bit of threteiht chapters, anddi’like to mwnnect
them if | may and you are there to listen and to see whether this is trulydheé of God. The first one
I would like you to turn to is the ninth chapter of JoHtis the chapter that tells of the aansion of a
man born blind, something that | dothink we read of another in the gospels, in the four gospels,
although there may kia been others that are not recorded. But at least this man thought that he was the
only one, because he deliberately says that and makes a remarkable statement which woy will v
shortly see. I8 in the 30th verse, [John 9:30] and I'livgi the background of this a little later.

The man, that is this man born blind, who isvriealed, who has perfect vision, said unto them,
“Why here is a marvelous thing, that ye koot from whence he isf rom where he is, théhe” is the
Lord Jesus Christ, of course, “and yet he has opened mewe &av we know that God hears not sin-
ners. T hey had said previously in the chapter that this was what the Lord was, because hkedign’
the Sabbath, he didrntonform to their ideas of what the waequired. Buthe had previously said that
he was the Sabbath. He was the one who had appointed the day of rest.

WEell the man goes on to saput if ary man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his Wall, does
his will, “him he hearethi. Now this is the verse that | ba particularly in mind, because it is so
unusual. ‘Since the world bgan,” or since the ages lgen, “was it not heard that gnman opened the
eyes of one that was born blind. If this man were not of God, he could do nbthirgja emarkable
statement, and this man, and as we read through the ¢laaptéhope you'll read it for yoursedg this
afternoon perhaps, you'll find that he is prognesgigiven dght, divine sight, spiritual insight, into not
only his condition, but the condition of the men around hite. has turned from a ggatr who was sit-
ting by the wayside, perhaps begging, when the Lord passeddhe vas nav a man in full posses-
sion of his sight, something that he hadenexperienced before. He haddd through perhaps some
20 to 30 years, and | say this because the Pharisees had called upon his paggfigtie fact that he
was born blind and that he mosaw.

But he would hee keen closer to the truth if he had sattis man was God, or else he couldn’
do arything” Howeve, we can't put words in a mas’nmouth, can we We haveto talke hm as he is, at



what he said, and from then on the Lord finds him, and brings him into full possession of eternal life,
which is more than just the blind seeingdivine life is when men aregn divine light.

Well my second passage is in the tenth chapter of the gospel ef lArkdthere we read another
astounding statement that is onlyeyi us in two o the gospels, and in different connections. And so |
think it's possible that the Lord said this to his disciples orersé¢ occasions, because if we were to
read, beginning with the first chapter of Matthand continuing to the 21st chapter of John, the four
gospels, we read them through in one sitting, it would probabdydzike a number of hoursBut just
think that what is recorded of the Lord in these four gospels was taking pkxceperiod of three and
a half years, and the Lord as we heard this morningyigusly, was a constant evker He was con-
stantly speaking, heag constantly doing his miracles, he was authenticatingdris wewas making
men see that here was someone in the world, whose words were far higheytthert had been gén
in the Old Bstament. Itimes of old, God was using men who were transmitting his message, gnd the
were saying “Thus saith the Lofdut here was a person speaking from God, and saying “l say unto
you, divine words.

Well in the 10th chapter of Luke, we get the Lord saying to his disciples, after he has dismissed the
70 disciples, or the 70 speakers for him that were going aubyviwo, and he had gien them authority
to cast out demons, to restore life, to tread upon serpents and scorpions, although thbéheas just
a pcture of his work in defying Satan. But he says thejdice not in the fact that these spirits are sub-
ject to you;” or that you hae been able to do these works for mbut rejoice in this, that your names
are written in hezen.” T hat's the tremendous thing. And | would askeg/one here, are you sure, do
you knaw, ae you positre, that your name is registered in Kea as me of the belieers on the Lord
Jesus Christ, the ones he came to seek anado Age you sure that your name is registered invdiea
that it's in the Book of Life, because in the book of/@ation we read thatwhosoeser was not written,
whose name &as not written in the Book of Life was cast into theelakfire? N ow | don't believe that
the lale is a lteral lake, lot it is a picture of the unending, the eternal judgment that must come to those
who deliberately hze refused, hee rejected the son of God, has rejected the record that Godveas gi
of his son.

How easily we tale the record that is gén us in he papers, and in the magazineg, e them to
be true, because if thee not true, the competitors of thesavapapers and magazines are going to
expose it. And so thgre very careful what tlyeprint, although a good mgrof them are just chges,
or intimations, or insinuations of what may be the truth. But God haa gk a grfect record of his
son, of himself, and of his prophets, and those whoesfarkhim in the Old Testament as well as the
New. And we must either reject or refuse them, and to reject the record that Godehasf bis son is
to reject Him, is the greatest insult, the greatest indignity that you can offer Him.

WEell now in this remarkable passage, which | bedide nmust hae repeated seral times, he says
in the 23rd verse;He turned to his disciplést hese are the twelve, “and saidvaiely, Blessed are the
eyes which see the things that ye see: For | tell you, thay praphets and kings ka desired to see
those things which ye see, andidaot seen them; and to hear those things which ye aeahae rot
heard thenmi. W hat a remarkable statement. This shows the importance that the Lord attached to the
words he was speaking, and to therks he was doing. The works were the physical expression that he
was God, the proof that he was really a divine person who had come intootld tev sae it from the



coming judgment, and theonds that he was speaking, yh@ere words that would g life to dead
souls, to blind souls, lkthis blind-from-birth man.

And then a passage in the first epistle of Péteeter, first chapterThere the Holy Spirit caused
Peter to write something that he coutdndve understood of himself, that he coultdpbssibly hae
known. Butas he says in his second epistle in the first chagiiteut the men in the Old Testament that
wrote, as David, and Solomon, and Ezra, and Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, all the prophets, Moses too, first
of all, that thg were writing by the power of the Spirit of GoBavid says “The spirit of God spaky
me, and his wrd was in my tongut.We know that the Spirit of God came upon men at times, and
enabled them to speak Gedressage, and tiiavere under orders, thevere not allowed to use their
own language, themust use God' language, “Thus saith the Lotd.

WEell now in the 9th verse of this first chapter of | Petee read that, is too bad to hae o break
into the middle of the sentence, but for purposes whgaime, ‘Receving the end’or purpose ‘of
your faith, the salvation of your soulsT hat's what the apostle Peter was writing to Jewish Christians,
those who had belied on Christ, apart from the rest of the nation, these were hereafter known as Chris-
tians.

“ Of which sahation” N ow here, from here on, the apostle Paul is writing under the power of the
Spirit of God, for he couldhpossibly hae known what is said here'. Of which salvation the prophets
have enquired and searched diligentlyho prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: Search-
ing what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ whasvin them did signifywhen he testified
beforehand the sigrings of Christ, and the glory that should fallo H ere he goes on furthén the
twelfth verse, “to whom it was wealed, that not unto themselves, but to uy tfiéd minister the things,
now reported to you by those thatveapreached the gospel to you with the Spirit of God semtndo
from heaen; which things the angels desire to look ihto.

So we hge wo dasses of persons in this twelfterge that are interested in divine things. This is
the prophet and kings, as the Lord said, and others, vbgiehaps persons kkbb, who had a great
deal of spiritual knowledge, but were not Jews, were not of the chosen family of Abrahamy Imaidthe
a vision, ther were interested in the things that God wagakng to them by the spirit of Godubthey
realized it was not just for themselves, butythere speaking, and writing, and thinking about future
generations, and thievere thinking and speaking of persons that were still to come, most of all the
divine person, who as prophesied as coming into the world to be the chief messenger for God, his
beloved son.

You remember in the eighteenth chapter of Deuteronomy that Moses is told by God that the Lord
would raise up a Prophet, andsilways capitalized, that @rd prophet, capital, R dvine being who
was to mme into the world and be &kMoses, be a messenger for God, but this messenger would speak
the words of God, and that anyone that refuseditlvhare o be dealt with, would suffer the conse-
guences, because God haggimen natural life, as the Apostl@a# told the Athenians, | think | spek
on that some time ago, he told them that God ham go dl men life, ptysical life and breath, that’
the thing that continues our life, we need breatiryemoment, and all things, and all things there |
believe ae things that are connected with the natural life thatwee li

So we are dependent creatur®ge ae given a gft by God throughout the length of our life that
we owe to Him, he is thegr and we are the reoairs, and we ought to be very thankfublgy moment



that we hae good health, because that depends upon him, he coddttakay from us in a moment.
The blood thas mursing through youreins and mine, could very readily change. The power that
keeps it flowing at its tremendous speed, is dependent on Him.

Now getting back to the first passage that | read, about this strange marashbom blind, i
interesting to note the background of thiliow did the Lord come to seek him out®dl, as aays is
the case, when a person is to be blessed, God finds a way to blegsnkirhere, though the mass of
men had rejected the Lord, when he said “before Abraham was, dadithere he used the sacred, the
holiest name of all.The Jewish people didnuse the name of Jetah, they spoke of im as Yahweh
and thought of him as the one who was the El, the God of thersmj but when the Lord said thadna
“1 am” the word that he had used to Moses in the desert, when Masdsaking at the burningukh,
the Lord reealed himself as the | am, the one who is, and was, wadngél be, and when the Lord
claimed that for himself tlyetook up stones to stone him. There was no question about his being a sin-
ner in their thought, thethought he was a blasphemtough thg didn’t say that. But he passed by
through the midst of them, he hid himself first, and then passed through the midst of them, and went his
way. And in that he displayed the power of Jedin the | am, the one who is, and was avett will be.

And as he passed JBs he pssed through this crowd of would-be murderers, Wettsia man. As
he passed hye saw this man blind from birth And this time the disciples opened the questioning, the
said ‘Lord, tell us was this man a sinner or did his parents commit sin, that he was born Blind?’
Lord said, “neither did this man sin, nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifest in
him.” |t was for the glory of God that this man was born thay, and had remained for perhaps 20 to
30 years in that condition, so that the glory of God might be manifest in him.

Well, the Lord made mud of the clagnd annointed his eyes, and told him to go to the pool of
Siloam and wash, and he came seeing. And a miracle was perforraeth tiker had been doné\nd
this man evidently realized it, and spok Well he was then confronted twice, and his parents once,
about this wonderful change that had comer dim. | won't go into the wonder of his seeing for the
first time, colors, seeing people, seeing anything, seeing the wonders of nature. All of thaéwe ha
dismiss, but that must % been a great feature in his life that day.

But he vas to pay for that; and he was confronted by the Pharisees, who were tisarhplaca-
ble enemies. And first of all he had to tell themvhbwas done, and tell who it was that did And
evidently it was done on the Sabbath dagcause theimmediately found fault with the Lord, found
fault with the man hang had this miracle performed, in that it was done on the Sabbatbndiathey
said “this man must be a sinnéecause he doedikeep the Sabbath day

Well the man, after back-and-forth cgamsation, confrontation with them tyiee not satisfied and
they go to he parents and ask whether haswborn blind and it is that he nw sees. Thg give them
no satisfaction, referring back to the man: “he is of age, ask’ hinhen thg come back to this
renaved man, the man born blind who sees, and ask him what he has tmsawhence this man
comes that had done the healimgnd all he can say is that, “Whether he be a sinner or not, It don’
know, but one thing | kna, whereas once | a&s blind, nav | see’ T hat's the beautiful condition of
evey one that has his sins fwven. Thatis a saint that is on hisay to He&en, thats the one thing he
knows.



And | dont think that that was the case with so mamthe Old Bstament. believe it was true
with some, for instance Dal. Blesseds the man whose sins aredaen, whose sins are eered. But
not mairy had that abilitynot mary had that assurancé&/ou sse the Old Testament was a partizeta-
tion, It was not the full mind of God\gin. It took first the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the
three and a half years of his ministry here upon earth, that told God out iliifalis what we're told in
the first chapter of John, that the onlygbten son, who is in the bosom of tlaghier he tas fully told
him out, he has declared him, made God fully known [John 1:18].

And so the fagiveness of sins, which is the requisite w@éry soul that is born again, was not fully
known to them. But na, let us seek to apply the lesson of this blind man. He says, sincegthribg
of the world, it's ot known that ay one that was born blind was able to see, was cured, permanently
cured. Andhow could he hae known that? He was not perhaps, a student of histérplind man
cant read; he may be read to, but his education perhaps would be very liBitedes peaking some-
thing that it is true, physically speaking this was true, there had been none, from the beginning of the
world.

And thats typical, isnt it, of the Lords miracles, thg transcend anof those that were done In the
Old Testament. Th&Id Testament miracles were mostly in connection with things, but when the Lord
dealt with persons it was themselves that he cured. He cast out demons, he raised the dead, he made the
blind man see, heagethe lame man the ability to walk straight. Andahoary other things that he
did. Theres anly one, that was in connection | betewith things, and that was when he cursed the fig
tree. Thefig tree vas the symbol of the nation of Israel and when the Lord came and found no fruit on
this fig tree, and cursed it, and it witheredag, it was a picture of the nation of Israel that had been
given every advantage by God, but was still far from him.

And the proof of it was that tlggput him to the tree.When thg had the opportunity and the
power when the Lord said to the assembled multitude, “this is your, landrthe power of darkness,
from that moment he was subject to them, although he was @uoallpblessed foneer, he dlowed
himself to be taken and crucified, so thatytheght fully expose their hearts, and at the same time gi
God an opportunity for him to judge his son, makpossible for him righteously to fgive those who
come to him in faith.

Well this blindness that the man wadliated with from his birth, that he said there was none lik
it that had been made to see, was not altogether true in a spiritual Bende scriptures not only tell
us that man is in a state of death, dead in sins and trespasses, artichdeeamivine life that will gve
him the ability to stand in the presence of Godveret does tell us that he is blind, and I'll just quote
you that verse from Romans 1:2It began very early after the flood: there were eight persons that came
out of the ark into a e world, a cleansed world, to start lif¥e agan. And within perhaps a fe
hundred years tlyehad gotten to the place where Romans 1:21 puts tHiéthen the knew God,” as
Noah, and his sons, and theirves knew him, must hae knowvn him, because God spokirectly to
them, it says “when theknew God, the glorified him not as God, but were vain in their imaginations,
and their foolish heart was darked. Professinthemseles to be wise, tlyghecame fools. [ Romans
1:21,22]

You e their hearts were darked. Andthat’s the blindness, the spiritual blindness thdlici$
men, who knes God, who knev there is a God, but kia rothing to do with him, pay no attention to



what he has said, ddrcome to him through the Lord Jesus Christ, the only one through whyroathe
come, but go on theiray, and as Il Corinthians 4:5 tells usth'e god of this wrld,” t hat's Satan, the
small g, “the god of this wrld,” there are only te Gods, God the &her God the Son and God the
Holy Spirit, one person or three persons in one, and Satan, whowsagegjifection at the start, as all
the angels were, when thavere created, but who fell from that high place, lemted to tak over the
place of God, “I will be lile the most high'’[Isaiah 14:14]. And he was castvwlm Buthe has paer
ove the world, and the Lord acknowledged this, he said the prince of ¢nid,vis judged, when the
spirit of God comes. It will be shown that the prince of this world, Satan, is judged.

Well, the verse in Corinthians states “the god of this world has blinded the mimatg, it's not
the eyes, but the minds, and tkat'far greaterfar deeper malady than blindness of these Isuppose
eveay one of us would agree that blindness, physical blindness is the most terrible handicap a person can
have, to be wable to read, although some can do it through braille, butve dhat out from them the
light, and the colors, and the glories of thigrld and the uwierse around them, #'a errible handicap.
But | believe that the spiritual blindness, “the god of thiord has blinded the minds of those who
believe rot, lest the light'notice the contrast: the blindness, the darkness, and the light, “the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine to’them.

And so Satan keeps mentinds occupied with things other than spiritual things, and gets them
sidetracled, and has only one interest, and that is in getting them into Hell withvki@hthe Christian,
the Christian that is, is foleing the Lord, will appreciate the words of the apostle Peter in the second
chapter We quoted the part thataye us the gospel that was preached in the Qigtdment but the
gospel that we he kelieved, that is that Christ died, died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that
he rose again, that he iswat the right hand of God, calling on men to bedidim, Peter tells us that
we have keen called out of darkness, into his marvelous light.

That's a temendous transition, ignt. Herethe blind man, who was born blind, was enabled to
see in a very f& moments, but he went into death,dildl of us will, unless the Lord comes firsiytb
our transition from darkness to light is an eternal thilbose who hee keen truly seed, those who
have receved divine life, the very life of God himself, for thativhat God offers, will hee tat for eter
nity, while those who hae refused it, rejected it, sdefl at it, made light of it, or thought that yheould
do it themselves, do their own saving, will endure the judgment of Gogkfore

Just what that judgment will be, | dorbelieve aanyone could possibly sayWords couldrt
describe it, the sorvo of it, the pain, the suffering, of those that will be in darkness for etethdy
outer darkness, the Lord called it, the “gloom of darknesyvéoreJude says [Jude 1:13]t's impossi-
ble to imagine the terribleness of it, and the one whoespaist of Hell, and most preachenrgage the
subject, its oo terrible, it the one who spekof it most was the Lord himself. he is the one that
speaks of Hell elen times, and he knows perfectly well what it is, butrehe @uld not describe it in
other than general terms.

The apostle Paul also uses the expression of darkness, whichvidesrjud blindness. He says
“ye were sometimes once, darkness, but a@ ye light in the Lord’[ Ephesians 5:8]. And then this
passage in the 10th of Lelkhat | read, where the Lord speaks of kings and prophets having desired to
see the things that theaw, that the disciples 8a and to hear the things that thbeard, because the
were only gven a martial revelation. Thatis the remarkable thing about the Old Testament, men were



under different conditions, at least the nation of Israel, the pattern nation, the smallest nation on the
earth, and it still is one of the smallest, but that nation was chosen by God to be a mirror to mankind.

No nation would hee done better than they; perhaps mamould hare done worse. Butthe
record of the nation of Israel all through the Olkesthment is, that, apart from exceptions, ang the
probably were more numerous than we think, for you remember Elijah thought that he was the only one
that stood up for God, that maintained testigntor God, and God had to tell him that there were 7000
that hadnt bowed their knees to Baal.

And so it is possible that we underestimate the number of persons through thes@iahent
times that were faithful to God, that were trusting in him, although dien’t know too much, thg
knew that that was what God called fdt was that the just, the righteous, muge lby faith; they must
take God at his word. ButGod, in those days, from the time of Moses, when Moses ascended the mount
and receaied the lawv, the basis for mar’mnditions with God were that he gbiemplicitly all that God
had told him. And foolishlythey said, apparently the whole nation said, “all that the Lord hath said, we
will do’” [Exodus 24:3]. Little knowing he their hearts, little kn@ing the blindness of their hearts,
that the could not possibly do it, tlyemust hae his help, thg must hae hs forgiveness, and only
those who realized this and came to him for mefiar mery that would preser/them from what the
deserved.

But when the Lord came, in time, 1900 years ago, he brought with him eonéition, a condi-
tion that is illustrated in one word, graceéThe lav was gien by Moses, ht grace and truth came by
Jesus Christ] John 1:17]. Not that thereasnt grace and truth in the Oldestament, God was dealing
partly in grace too, as well as byMaout the fullness of grace, and the fullness of truth, only came to be
in the time when the Lord came here upon earth. And when the Spirit of God camaftkr the Lord
went back to Heaen, that was when the fullness of truth came about. And we haere, within the
covers of this book, within the record that God hagegius, we hae the completeness of his mind.

Paul was commissioned to complete the Word of Ghidt that he was the last writdut he has
given us he fullness of Christianitywhat we knav today as the Christianalk, the Christian doctrine,
the Christian dith. All of this is contained in the MeTestament. Nothat the Old has noalue, but it
was a prtial reselation that God gve preparing men for the coming of his Son, for the abrogation of
the lav as a ondition of righteousness, for Christ is the end of the, lfar righteousness, tovery one
that belieeth.

How fortunate we ought to be, Waylad and thankful our hearts should be, that we are living in a
day, that we are still living in a dayhen this grace and truth are ours for the asking. That we gan ha
it, that we can knw it, and enjyg it, for this is God gft to us. Left to ourselves, | doubt thatyaof
should hae wuld come to the Lord Jesus Christ, it was the Spirit of God thadédnwpon us, just as the
Lord coming into this scene that wevhaxeen looking at, as he passes iy £es this man blind from
birth, and then begins a work in his soul, that ended with that man, that same day he was baaled, gi
sight, he became a worshipper of God. The Lord asked him todefiehe Son of God, for all he got
for his pains with the Pharisees was to be cast out of the synagogueasHepersonna grata with
them, he was cast outhe Lord found him, as he did preusly, as he pssed byand asked him the
guestion that made him aovshippey “‘dost thou belige an the Son of God. H e said “Lord who is he
that | might belige ;n him?” A nd the most wonderful answer: “thou has both seen hirs,the’'one to



whom you owe your sight, and he it is that talketh withyou.

You see theres the work, the works of God, and the word of God, right in that one sentence, in the
answer to this man, and the man bowed down and worshipped, becamees. béhd so simplyeach
one of us, if we hae ot done so herefore, what a wonderful thing tovktizat one instance transpired
between your passing out of blindness and darkness int@ @oéect light. Once we were, sometimes
we were darkness, butware ye light in the Lord. Shall we pray.

Blessed God our &her we thank thee for the lesson ofytWord, of all the lessons that are
therein. V¢ thank thee that thou hasvgn it to us for our eternal blessingiVe thank thee that the prom-
ise to Abraham, the unconditional promise, that in his seed, the Lord Jesus Christ, all the nations, all the
peoples of the world would be blessed, but only those whe thened in faith to the one who hung for
them on Calary’s aoss, will enjy this blessing.We thank thee that it is ours for the asking, but we
must realize our terrible need, dilthis blind man.We rnrust be gren divine sight, so that we may see
Christ, get to knev him, and in knowing him, kne thee. W& ask thy blessing upon each family here,
upon the children downstairs, thatyhmay learn something more each time of the Savior who came to
save them as well as us, and whavds them, in viev of the wondrous statement “permit the children to
come unto me, for of such is the kingdom of Gétark 10:14]. We thank thee that one day this
blessed person who is so meek and lowly upon earth will come back in greatest grandeur in all the glory
of the dvine person he is, and bring blessing to the eaih.ray that none here may go out without
having the assurance of their safion, for our Lord came to seek and twesahat which was lostin
his precious name, we ask all this, Amen. The meetingas o



