Sermon by Philip C. Herrmann, November 4, 1973

Willo Bible Chapel, Willoughby, OH (45:44)

This morning, 1d like to ake you to a place that'well-known, eren to this day dthough what
happened, in the message, took place almost 2000 year3 lagglace is Athens, and a particular part
of Athens that very manpeople go to see; #'well-known. It must hae been a wonderful place in its
day, but today theres just a fev temples left, and especially the ruins of the Parthenon, wellskrio
practically eeryone in the world thad’interested in art, and architecture.

So we’ll have o go to find out about it in the Wfd of God in the 17th chapter of Acts. And I’
like to, before we get to Athens, wkou to another place, a little north of Athenss itbw known as
Salonica, but in the ApostleaBl’'s day it was known as ThessalonicAnd we’ll see hav differently
God uses his segmt to speak to different people. The first one was the nation of Israel,xéstétle
after the Lord was crucified, rose, and went back twdmeaAndthe Apostles then carried the message
of the gospel throughout theowid. Butat that time it was still largely in synagogues and eigtkces
and to the nation of Israel. The Apostle Paul was called out especially to go to the Gerailgmy lik
and I, and speak to them the same message, the same gospel that hadiéethgination of Israel.
The nation of the Jews waswéo be epanded, to go forth throughout the earth.

And so if we'll just read a fe verses in the beginning of the chapterd then go on to the rest,
we’ll have te subject before us: Now when thg,” that is Rwul and his companions, “had passed
through Amphipolis and Apollonia, thiecame to Thessalonica, wheresva synagogue of thewke
And Paul, as his manner was, went in to them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the
scriptures, Opening and aieg,” now this word opening is really an unusual word that mayehaen
well known 300 years go when the translation was made, dhe iwally means explaining, “and aile
ing that Christ must needsvJeaasiffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom |
preach to you, is the Christl put in the word‘the” because Christ is not so much a name as tird w
that characterizes thefige. Christis the Greek for the Jewish word messiah. And the messiah in the
Old Testament @as the annointed one, the one who had oil poured on his head and by authorization and
by order of God was appointed to somécef Hewas dther the prophet, or the priest or the king.
Tonight, we’ll speak about, withave kefore us, Elisha. He was annointed with oil, he was acclaimed a
prophet, the successor to ElijatWell, these first threeerses, and | should just read the first phrase, or
the first line of verse 4, “and some of them bedi”

The message that is described inva ¥eords here, that Jesus, whom Paul was preaching, was the
Christ, was the immediate message that the nation of Israel needed, because the Lord had come to earth
in the form of a babe, born in Bethlehemmanger and at the age of 30, the age when priests were
annointed, he was not annointed by men, but at his baptism, invéhdaiidan, at the age of 30, the
spirit of God came upon himt appeared as if a @e had appeared upon his head, and the voice from
Heaven said “This is my beloed son, in whom | am well pleaséd’'Matthev 3:17], in whom is all my
delight. Andthat was the form of annointing that Gaavghis Son.

We know that the Lord vas the most humble, in fact he proclaimed himself, the only character he
gave hmself was what we h& in Matthev 11, “I am meek and lowly of heatt.[ Matthev 11:29] And



on the basis of that he could ask men to come to him, and he weoelesi to their souls. And I'm
sure that the majority of persons who heard that thought, what an amazing claimefoatainly that

he was meek andwdy, but that he could ge peace and rest to the heart and conscience. Just abso-
lutely impossible from a human standpoint, but we must remember thaath&wd. God had pro-
claimed him as his annointed Son. This is my W@aon. Andl like to hink that that the real mean-

ing of the five-times-repeated expression “the onlgdieen’ H eres ane on earth, of whom alone it
could be said that he was the belb son, Gods keloved son, in whom was all his delight.

This was the message thatuP proclaimed to this synagogue where the Jews were gathvergd e
Saturdaytheir day of rest, the day in which thevere to read the scriptures, to prayd to worship
God. Thisis what the message to themasv Andthis was the stumbling block. Here was a man who
had Ived, and had been accused of all manner of things, being associated with demonsieg decei
blasphemerone whom God had put under the curse, that such a person was the @iribie Wessiah,
was the one that the nation of Israehsviooking for to bring them into glory and blessing, thiatpos-
sible.

But you see, the message was for certain ones, those whom God had chosen. It takes faith to
believe ypon a dying man, and this is what you andvehiad to do. And it goes contrary to reasoning
and to our thoughts. Because a man who is dying, and dying as a result ®fudgment upon him,
and also of God'judgment upon him, is certainly no one, according to reason, tedelie

But thats just the wonderful thing. God has made a way of salvation whereby you and me can be
saved by dmple faith. Andthis involves all men, and is the onlyay by which all men could be\sal.
You could be saed at he ele@enth hour and 59th minute of your lifdust before you pass into eternity
you can be seed. Theyoungest child can be&l, just by simpledith, taking the Lord as his or her
savior and for every age in between, no matter what the perdahink of two of the greatest anomalies
in history; that thg should hae been saed is a manelous proof of the grace of GotNebuchadnezzer
in the OIld Testament, just as &aised from that terrible condition, of living ékan aimal, he
acknowledges God as @meign. I'll quote that verse a little later in the message.

But the other is the ApostleaBl himself, the one who is the chief character here, the one who is
explaining and alleging that Christ must needsehauffered, and died, risen again from the dead and
now glorified at the right hand of God, h&tends salvation to all that will put their trust in himbhat
was a nessage to the e but you see there were so mahings that hindered them. There were the
Old Testament scriptures, so mgasf them, that proclaimed that God was going to send the Messiah in
glory, and paver. That's what theg were looking for in their conditionThey were subjects and sies
to the Romans, tlyewanted that kind of a Messiah, yheanted that kind of a S#r, but they didn’t
realize that the L which had lkept them bound for 1500 years before Christ came, that was the score
that had to be settled with Go@od’s holiness required implicit, and immediate, and unfaltering obedi-
ence to the L&, or they were all dead.

And the Apostle Paul in the book of Ephesians says that about us, that all, all men, are dead in
trespasses and sins [Ephesians 2:1]. God looks at us all as having failed, failed bfspkeection,
and so he can speak to us on one simple basis, thaitlbynf his belwed son, who died upon the cross
as a sacrifice for sin and sinners, we can beddar eternity.



Theres much more room forxgansion of this subject about the gospel to the Jews, but God had,
after Christ died and rose and went back to the gharyad the whole wrld in his viev. And that vas
prophesied before in the book of Isaiah, for the Lord says himself theak ‘unto me, and be ye
saved, all the ends of the earth: for | am God, and there is nong[édsgah 45:22].

Let us go on. What happened after the message was that, as | read, sored. bedies hope it
was a good numberand that an assemblyas formed. But there isvadys opposition where the gospel
is preached, not only in the human mind that listens to it and rejects it, or juststiye|jtor procrasti-
nates, you kng, as we dl do. | neve was reminded so much of the human tengdéagrocrastinate as
at times when in Ne York the licenses for your ¢dor driving your caryou couldnt drive a @r with-
out a license, and thathere too, but year after year it would be impressed upon nvenien dilly-
dally, how they wait, hawv they procrastinate uponven the simplest things. It only meant thependi-
ture of a dollarbut they were blocks long, hundreds, perhaps thousands of people, standing on line to
get their tickets, pay their three dollars, and then be free for another year.

And so | belige it is with the gospel. The gospel is so simple, and it does not demand immediate
compliance or deathThat was the condition in the Old Testament; if certain laws were not complied
with, death vas the consequence. Thank God that death waswatsatarried out. God is a patient
God, and tha$ part of the message of the 17th of AcWell, the Apostle was chased out of Thessa-
lonica, just like a @mmon criminal, a man who had to flee for his lifend he gets to Berea, and the
same message isvgh and the same result: chased out of Berea.

“And then we continue with the 15th verse; Andyttieat conducted Paul brought him to Athens:
and receiving a commandment to Silas amdotheus for to come to him with all speed tldeparted.
Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, whenvin¢hsacity wholly
given to idolatry. Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, and withvibigt gersons,
and in the market daily with them that met with HingAnd this would include the Gentiles,auldn’t
it, the Athenians.)* Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the Stoicks, encountered him.
And some said, What will this babbler say? other some, He seems to be a setter forth of strange gods:
because he preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection. yAiodkhgm, and brought him to Are-
opagus, saying( and that Areopagus was the Mars hill, the placedlslatays pointed out to tourists as
the place from which Paubgethis message.} saying, may we kne what this nev doctrine, whereof
thou speakest, isFor thou bringest certain strange things to our ears: we would kmerefore what
these things medn( Now notice this; we must keep in mind all through the message, This is basic, this
is what vas the prediling custom at that time)(For all the Athenians and strangér&he visitors),
“which were there spent their time in nothing els#,dither to tell, or to hear somewéhing” T hey
wanted the latest news, and what was special.

Then Paul in answer to their request to speak to them, stood in the midst of Mars Hill and said,
“Men of Athens, | percee that in all things ye are too superstitidusl ow, I'm sure he didrt’say that.
That would hae been an insult, that would Y been a slap right in theiates, and thhewouldn't have
listened to him another minute. That mighvédeen very good translation 300 years ago, but the real
meaning of the Greek in todaylanguage is that “you are very religiousperceve that in all things
you are very religious. T hat would be a complimentauldn't it. Why that would ingratiate himself
with them right at the start; certainly ditidast long. And then he takes this as his prefix to the



message, and it showsvindivinely he was guided, because just the very thing nlgm the oppor
tunity to touch the very thing theeeded, the very messageytimeeded.

“For as | mssed byand beheld your detions, | found an altar with this inscriptionOTTHE
UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore you avship not knowing himi,and I'm sure he didn’'say “you
ignorantly” he didn’t proclaim their ignorance, because these were wise men. These were men who
prided themselves on their knledge, and the Greeks were a very knowledgeable people, not only in
philosoply but in arts, in painting, in sculpture, in architecture, and in a greay thargs. Andthey
had gods for werything, and one supreme god too, Zeus Z-E-U-S. And so that what the Apmgitle P
says, from ne on, what we're reading here to the end of the chapi#irbe in conflict with what the
believed. Andthey of course certainly considered them superior to this man, whom wevepst/
read thg considered just a babbler.

“Whom therefore you ignorantly worship not knowing him, | declare untd yAwnd then he
goes on to this description of God which is a masterpiéerel it's based upon what the Apostlau®
had known of the Oldd&stament. Heould neer havesaid these things about God if he had notkno
the Old Bstament. And believe what is told us in the book of Galatians about the Apostle going to
Arabia for three years is the secretywie ould speak so eloquently about Gdde had met the Lord,
you knaw. His is one of the most remarkable gensions @er given, and is a picture of what God is
going to do not only for one man, but for a whole natiBa. the Israel that is to come, about which Mr
Harper has been speaking so eloquently this last month, that nation will\setednn a dayat the
sight of the Lord, appearing from Hea to relieve them of their oppression, and delithem from the
death that waits them. [Mr. Harper is probably Bob Harpea travelling Plymouth Brethren preacher
who | beliere was the son of a bettknown preacherand who was invited to gé me special meet-
ings at Willo Bible Chapel.]

All the present success of Israel is just another another chapter ioriderful way in which God
has been preserving that nation, and | eligeserving all men, as we shall see as we read along in this
wonderful chapter Verse 24: “God that made theovid and all things thereihnow | should read, for
the continuity | should read the rest of the chaparI’'ll probably hae  change a f& words. ‘God
that made the wrld and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of/éeand earth, dwelleth not in
temples made with han#isA nd he probably extended his hands around, his arms around, tavickno
edge the beauty of these temples, all around fAihey had altars and temples for all their gods, a great
multiplicity of them, a god for almoswerything. \erse 25: “Neither is worshipped with merfands,
as though he neededyathing, seeing he géth to all life, and breath, and all things; And has made of
one’ |'d rather lese aut the word blood there; | think it is one man, Adam, “made of one man all
nations of men to dwell on all thade of the earth, and has determined the times before appointed, and
the bounds of their habitatiohyWhat is the purpose of all this? This is a remarkable statement, and
confirms absolutely that which we find in the Oksament, “That theshould seek the Lord, if haply
they might feel after him, and find him, though he be rawtffom eery one of us:’And | believe that
was the message of the calendar slip this morning, Godetywhere, God is with us, God see&ny-
thing that is done, he knows our thought&rgthing about us.

Verse 27 For in him'or through him, “we lve, and move, and have aur being; as certain of your
own poets hae sid, we are also his fapring” T his word ofspring has been largely misread and



misunderstood. Thapostle didrt' say that we are his children, he said we are Higpdhg. Butman

would take this word ofspring to mean children, as we dbForasmuch then as we are the offspring of
God; the word really is the creatures of God, the ones thatdeserving, “we ought not to think that

the Godhead is likto gold, or siher, or gone, graen by at and mars device. Andthe times of this
ignorancé, t he times of this not knowing, God not wetkat, God werlooked. ‘but nov commandeth

all men @ery where to repent: Because he hath appointed aimayhich he will judge the world in
righteousnesshotice that word, righteousness, “by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath
given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised”ramg here of course he meant Chrigthey

knew who me meant, because yhiead been interested in hearing about a person by the name of Jesus
and his resurrectionlf the Apostle had just been speaking of Jesus, that woulkl teen only part of

the storywasnt it.

But it was the grand message of the first century: and of all the centuries wp tiTmat the per
son whom men crucified, who was judged for our sins, he not only died but was rais€daad is
now seated at the right hand of God, extendingyifi@ness to men.That's the wonderful message.
That's what arrested themThat's what they wanted to hear more about, thoughytiaerent ready to
believe it. “in that he hath raised him from the dead. And whew theard of the resurrection of the
dead, some mocked: and others saié, WMl hear thee agin of this matter So Paul departed from
among them. Hower certain men belieed”

He had a fer that God @vehim as a r@ard, for this wonderful courage, to stand up before a
world, a man against the world, because the message that he brasgbéntainly not one that the
believed, or would recede. | like to hink that as these progressidatements, these wonderful state-
ments, almost divine statements, becausgrdeonfirmation of what had been written in the Oés-T
tament, that theprogressiely became more indignant and resisting the truth, thoughdtdd realize
the power of this person that hesvspeaking about, the one and only true and living God, their con-
sciences were pricked, but when he sptikhem about coming judgment, theould stand it no longer
and then some moekl. Thecompary was dvided. Thatis what alvays happens at the preaching of the
word of God. Some behe, and most do not behe.

That's what's happened here. Some mocked, some thought the marckazy some couldrt,
wouldn’t believe, just as the Lord said to the Pharisees, you will not come to me that ye migltifeha
They knew the Scriptures, he credited them with that, he said “ye search the Scripbureke put the
thing on the right basis: “you think that in them yowéaternal life’ [ John 5:39].No, no one has eter
nal life because he has the Scriptures.

And | was reminded the other day of tleetfthat the Israelite had a daily remindeimnstant
reminder of the word of God. The word methusa, a Jewish word which means doogsoisl; eertain
portions of the la, what was it, the heart of the Wathe Lord said, and it was tove the Lord tly God
with all thy heart and all th mind and tly neighbor as thself. Thats ane of the things that are on the
Jenish doorpost, and that heag/to read, and that he was to speak about, wherttieg down, when
he’s lising up, when he'traveling. Hewas ot to get avay from the power of the erd of God, and his
responsibility to lee Hs creatorto love he one who had taken control and was preserving his nation.

WEell I’ d like to, in the remaining f& minutes of our message, just geeothese remarkable things
that Paul says about God. And shbow that from creation, from before the foundation of tharld;



right to the end of time, when men will be judged for their sins, God is presemythéng, and is con-

trolling, and is seeking to rule men, and bring them to himself through higetledtn. SoGod in cre-

ation in the 24th verse is not explained, and there are at least 100 times throughout the Scriptures Old
and Nev Testament, where God is proclaimed to be the crgatbnothings said about hey he dd it.

Genesis 1 has been explained by ynardifferent ways: as literature, as literal, and in mather ways.

But God, sodr as | can find, and if you find otherwise in these 100 mentions of God as the oreator
God the Son as the aaigent in creation, | wish youauld tell me, because | find only two:dways

in which God is said to va aeated the earth.

The first one is in Psalm 33, and like to read that from the Scriptures itself, so that you'll see
that I'm not misquoting or that theseanything that I'm hiding. Psalm 33:6, “By the word of the
LORD were the haaens made; and all the host of them by the breath of his mo#thd verse 9,'For
he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stodd fast.

And then in the 66th of Isaiah weugathe other way in which the Lord is spoken of as having cre-
ated the hesgens and the earth and all therein.the 66th chapter and the first verse the Lord says him-
self, this is the Lord himself speaking, not the Psalmist, Téws saith the LORD, The heen is my
throne, and the earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye build tande¥here is the place of
my rest? For all those things hath mine hand mddd,ine hand: notice, i§ not his word nav but his
hand, his paer, and all those things lva been, saith the LORD.l won’t go further because that ek
us into his relationship to man.

But this is the vay in which the Lord has created our visibleysea and earth, and | think that the
Lord gives us an gample of this when he was here upon ea¥ibu remember there were ten lepers that
came to the Lord for healing. He just told them, when he found out that that wasy allathied, go
your way and she yoursehes to the priestYou see the Lord ws carrying out the va And the leper
that was cleansed had to go to the priest for confirmation, it was thesprest’that let him go out of
that position of being an exile, an outcast. It was thedvof the Lord; as thyewere going, thg were
cleansed. lwas the word that the Lord silently spepkhe didrt speak it, just ordered it, issued it, as
they were going thg were cleansed.

And the other instance is when he fed the 5000 on one occasion, and the 4000 on.tltedsher
there taking the loaes and the fishes, and breaking them up, and as he doeyigréhmultiplied. And
5000 and 4000 men, it says, besides women and children, are fed, and so fedy twahthe malk
him king. This is the kind of Messiah thevanted, you see, a Messiah that could feed them, but he had
been feeding them all the time. All through their histatlythrough the desert, and all through the
years thereafteuntil his coming, he was showing his creatorial poweough his hands.

WEell the next verse goes on,strot only that God has created man, that man is responsible to him
in that way, but he says inerse 25, the last part of it, “seeing heatin to all life, and breath, and all
things’ What a startling thing to sayVe might say we owe our life to him, if lethe creator we cer
tainly owe our life to him, but e about our breath? That goes beyond life, daeisd’ We may hare
life one moment and die thexiebut the breath is what continues that life, it sustains that life, it filters
out the poison from the system, it purifies the blood. And then “all tHimgat “all things’ has been
interpreted to mean thaverything we hae mmes from God, Ut this really means all men.hesitate
to say that eerything unconmerted, unbelieving man has comes from God. What about the things he



gets by stealing, by crookedness, by deception, by sin, what about thoss?God gie im that? |
doubt it. No, I rather think not.

But in confirmation of this wonderful statement of God in preservation wethe word the apos-
tle wrote to Tmothy his son in thedith. Hesays in | Tmothy 4:10 “we trust in the living God, who is
the savior of all meh. N ow that's a mistranslation there. God would &kio be he savior of all men,
he’s provided that for man, but he certainly is not the savior of marg, the’ saior of all them that
believe. But the word for savior there is the preserver of all méhat's the marelous thing, and |
believe that's what will shut mers nouths at the great white thron&hey think that God is going to
balance their good deeds with their badyvh’s been preserving them all theivés, preserving them
in their sin and their unbelief, not that ieésponsible for that. Thattheir responsibility.

There are plenty oferses that shothat God is preserving man, Where did the apostle get that
thought from?It’s the 42nd chapter of Isaiah. And there weehim the fifth verse “Thus saith God the
LORD,” God Jehwgah, “he that created the hemas, and stretched them out; he that spread forth the
earth, and that which cometh out of it; he thattd breath to the people upon it, and spirit to them that
walk therein” T his confirms what the apostle says, doesn’ And this is the Lords avn words; the
apostle is just repeating the thought ifadiént words. Andwe knav that God in his preservation is
upholding all things by the avd of his paver. Not only that he has created the world, created this earth,
in all its beautyand in some of its ruin too. Originally it was perfect; God made thegehsaand the
earth, | belige, that was in perfection. But sin has come in and defiled thitdwso that it is ne the
world of the god of this world, Satan.

So God in seereignty is the next statement that he makes, “He has made of on€' ldood pone
man, “all nations of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined the times before
appointed, and the bounds of their habitatidntiat speaks of God in gereignty God is s@ereign in
this world, he does what he will, and Daniel 4:34 is a verse that confirmg teigrred before to Neb-
uchadnezzar as one of the prime, prizaneples of the Old Testament of the kind of man God ca®) sa
if they will acknowledge him. This is what Nebuchadnezzar has toafley his sickness, his depiity,
almost living as an animal, “I blessed the most High, and praised and honoured hivethdotiever,
whose dominion is anverlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation: And all
the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothifbdt's something for a man to saign't it. All the
inhabitants of the earth, and heasthe foremost man upon the earth. He had most power of all men.
Of him it was said that “whom he will he s, and whom he would he sledlive.” An autocratic
despot, and no one else perhaps in all the earth could that be sakindf.all the inhabitants of the
earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the armyef, reead among the
inhabitants of the earth: none can stay his Hardis is what the apostle was telling the Athenians,
God is seereign.

But there was a purpose in that. What was the purptse?dready alluded to it; God is ser-
eign so that men should seek him. Didythel’'m sorry to hae © say no. Psalm 14, and repeated in
Psalm 53, tells us “The LORD looked down from yeaupon the race of men, to see if there weng an
that did seek him]Psalm 14:2]. and he had to render this verdict: “there is none that doeth good, no,
not on€. G od was good, but he couldfind ary goodness on the earth.



And so, we hee the wonderful answer in the gospel, when men dis€k him and he could only
find evil, no good, he sent his son. And that bedoSon of his said that he came to seek and ve,sa
that which was lost. What a beautiful answdrmen wouldn't seek God, ha&l sand his Son to seek
them, to seek and towaathem. Sae them from the wreck and ruin that hiead brought in from their
rebellion, from the doom that thevere avaiting, the doom thgwere going on to.

The next fev verses, | wn't read them, bt it's God in patience, Godwerlooked, instead of
winked at, God werlooked mans evil, their idolatry their rebellion against him, their not seeking him,
he overlooked that, for centuries, from the time the statement was made in the 14th Psalm, for a thou-
sand years or more, Gogtelooked mans dn. Andthen he sent the war. And thats the expression
in the end of the 30th vers& hd the times of this ignoranc@'ot knowing God, “God werlooked; hut
now he ommands all menvery where to repent:You see this is the melaw. This is Gods demand
now. If men could neer fulfill the law, here is a lev they can fulfill, but hav few b it. Thesame resis-
tance to God in the Old Testament is visible in the,NBd up to the present timélen will not repent,
men will not turn from their evil ways, men will not seek God, although he has sought temwill
not seek God.

And | imagine the apostle, knowing the hearts of his hearers, knowing their continuing resistance
to this, he could see that these wise men, these men of learningyete not giving up their ideas.
They were filled with them.So with increasing resistance, he brings the message to the close. He says,
“ God commands all merwvery where to repent, because he has appointed,andaiiich he will judge
the world in righteousness by that man whom he has ordaifidtey knew who he was speaking of;
they heard of Jesus and the resurrectidmy that man whom he has ordained; whereof he hes gi
assurance unto all, in having raised that person from among thé dead.

I'd like to @ll your attention to the world, “God will judge the world in righteousrigssd has
evey reason to judge through his son, andstteé one that will do the judgindt will be a man that
judges men, it will be a perfect man, it will be one man that God says he had found his delight in. It will
be the one man who has died for all men, who has made a sacrifice for themythaghi@ot perish.
We heard that this morning, John 3:16, “God swdw the world, that he avehis only begotten Son,
that whosoeer believeth in him should not perish? Should not perish hat's the heart of thaterse.
Men dwell upon the e o God, the vonderfulness of it, the magnificence of it, that God could
human race that has so disgraced him, that is so far from him, as these men were, idtiztkirsg
that by paying reerence to God in beautiful idols, in beautiful images, in beautiful statues, that that
would satisfy God. No, God has provided something better for man.

Judging the world in righteousness, he might well judge them in his wrath, in his displeasure, in
his hatred for sin. But because yheersisted in their sin, ainst them as sinners, God is just going to
judge men in righteousnes¥ou hear that once in a while, men saydm justice, if God judges me in
justice I'll be satisfied.Well, there’s anly one place for those who demand justice from God because
they haverepudiated the fact that God has provided a way of salvation for tihbat's the greatest
insult that you can offer God, is to either neglect it, as most men do, or reject it, as a perhaps lesser
amount do, oren worse, despise itlt can be either one of those thrddow much wiser it would be
for man to realize that he is not one with God, that &ddpleasure is upon him, that God sent his son
to save man from his sin.



Now the thing that raises the hackles of men more thgmter thing, just mention the word hell,
and yet thg believe in it because theuse it so often. And the name of Jesus Christ is bandied about,
and the name of God is hated, and used byypnaad hardly a sentence goes by without it. And God
goes on in his patience with all of thi&ind so my last words this morning, are that your greatest wis-
dom would be to accept the truth of what the apostle is saying here...

END OF TAPE



