Sermon by Philip C. Herrmann, June 10, 1973

Willo Bible Chapel, Willoughby, OH (45:58)

Thank you all for your good wishes. It souna@gynice, to be going omaegation. Ithink | have
vacation all the time, so &'just a matter of change of scenehhope to be busy where | am; it'll be
either Brooklyn, Ne/ York, or Boston, one of the suburbs of Boston.

My subject today is something along the lines of what we were just singing. John Newton wrote
that beautiful hymn that for some reason or other has become very pdputarder if those who sing
it so glibly appreciate the person who wrote it, and what a lifevhe. liHewas a $ave trader but was
corverted, showing that God @as unusual personsBut my subject today is more, | was alluding to the
phrase,‘Wwas blind, but na | see’ and youll see from the Scripture that | readvhthat fits in. Maybe
John Newton had that passage in mind, this passage that I'm going to read to you in the second book of
Corinthians, the fourth chapteBut those who sing that hymn, | wonder ifytreally believe the words
that the are singing. | trust the do.

In 1l Corinthians, fourth chapter we read avfeerses that allude to something that he referred to
in the previous chapteNow we’ll try to male it dear as we go along. In the thirérge of the fourth
chapter of Il Corinthians we read “But if our gospel behidhat is if our gospel of the goodwse of
the grace of God, the same thing that was the subject of the hymn of John Newton that we jtit sang, *
our gospel be hitlf hat is, its hidden, its not seen, i not visible, because the apostle is using the same
words unfortunately thedidn’t translate them the same, that he used in the previous chapter when he
spole of Moses coming den from the mount with the ten commandments, or tletablets of stone,
and his face shining so that the people of Israel cauéddure it. It was lile looking at the sun, which
would male you blind if you persisted in looking at it.

So he says that “if our gospel be veiled, it aled to them that are 105tM ake a rote of that
please, of that wordlost,” b ecause we’'ll be referring to thallow he goes on to speak of the second
god of this vorld. We kelieve @ Christians that there is only one God, the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ. But here the apostle speaks of another god, a god with a small letter g, not a déel at all.
takes the place of God, he sought toetdthe place of God and to main the world today he is their
God, because theare following him and not the God that we honor and seek to worshipvaniddi

It says, “In whom the god of this world has blinded the mihdsou see he that ties in with the
phrase in thatymn, ‘was blind but nav | see” A nd he says, “has blindéd,his supposed god of this
world, who is Satan, and elsewhere called the prince of the power of tkieatis his operations tak
place in the haenlies, in the air abe ws. We're very much interested, arémve, in the air today
Think what thg’re doing, trying to maintain a place in the/,sk the upper atmosphere from which the
world can be looked down upon, pictures taken, and the news disseminated immediately.

But hes ot interested in thatHe’s mot interested in scientific impvement, except as it concerns
his way of getting menveay from God, turning themveay from God and getting them to folohim.
He says, “them that bele rot” that's the great subject of the apostlauP Heseparates the avld
into two dasses, those who bel® those who hee put their trust in Christ as g®r, who are looking
for him to return, to come back to this earth, and to bring infinite blessing to it. But he sajfseno



reason that God has blinded the minds, and | hope to lsbw the god of this world, Satan, the \Ble

one who is said in Relation 12 verse 9 to desei the whole world, just in the same way that he
deceved Eve and Adam, although it says Adam was not deski Adamfollowed Ee’s dsobedience

and partook of the forbidden fruit, disobeyed God, and brought upon the world this trail of sin-and sor
row, of trouble that plagues usen to this very moment.

Now what is the purpose of this blinding of the mind, which is far worse than physical blindness,
“ lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ should shine unto'th&md then he repeats this in a
different way, very interesting. He goes on to sédwe preach not ourseds’ | n the previous letter to
the Corinthians, he has said that the preaching of the cross, which is what he came to bringsthem w
foolishness, foolishness to Greeks [I Corinthians 1:23].

Why the idea of looking to a person who hung upon &gfg aoss as a punishment for his sin,
though he was no sinndtilate said that mantimes that‘1 find no fault in him’ he wanted to release
him, but he vas crucified neertheless. ‘Wwe preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus as”|d¥bt the
Lord, but as lord, for that'what the person theatld knows today as Jesus Christ, or Jesisssitl hav
the earthly name of the Lord Jesus has beemmtakay from his full name, for all the rest of the We
Testament, from the book of Acts on to the end, speaks of the Lord Jesus Chrsstighalf title. And
God has made that person who hung upon the cross, Peter says in his first opening address, the first of
the seen addresses in the book of Acts, he says that “God has made that same Jesus whom you cruci-
fied both Lord and Chrisf Acts 2:36].

So that the person that is used almost\mnyetongue, nobody is umare of the name of Jesus,
that's row the person in the highest place in HM@a Andhe’s coming back, first for his own, to tak
them out of this scene, those whaddelieved on Hm through these centuries. Those wheéhtaith
in the Old Testament, reetoming to take them back, with him, the dead and the living, in one second,
the twinkling of an eye, it says, &lhem back to the place that he issnaccupying himself at the right
hand of God.

And a little later after the judgments of God W& been taking their course, as indicated in the
book of Reelation, then the Lord himself will appeaot as the person Jesus Christ, when he was here
upon earth, but he will appear in all his glahe glory that is span of here, that Satan is seeking to
disturb and detract from, that ke'ying to keep menvaay from, to see the glory of that person, who to
believe an, means the greatest blessing, not only, fat for all the ages, and the ages to come.

The repetition of this thought is wogiven us in aother vay, very similay but the Spirit of God,
writing through the apostle Paul, goes back to #my time of creation, when there was nothing, when
there was just darkness, and it says that God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, (that
was his first command, let there be light, let light be, and there was light, [Genesis 1:3]) God who com-
manded the light to shine out of darkness, has shined in our heart& toegight of the knowledge of
the glory of God, in the face of Jesus Christ.

You se, Satan is trying to distract and detract, keep mag tom seeing anything of the glory
of Christ, ut here its dso to gve the light of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jesus
Christ. You remember the
19th Psalm begins, “The heans declare the glory of GAdT hat's visible to ereryone in nature, an
one who looks at the stars in the middle of the night. when th&ss light to distract, must be



impressed by the multiplicity of the starand of that time when God said to Abraham, “Look at the
stars; can you count therh?'f you've eser been to the Haydn Planetarium inWe&ork you will see
hundreds of pictures seeing the multiplicity of stars, the tremendous number of them, and the variety of
them, the intensity of some, and the faintness of others. But all of these are of tremendous size, and the
are a tribute to the glory of God.

But now the glory of God is seen not only in that, in his finite creatianjrbthe souls that ke
been seed, and that are moan echibition of the glory of God in theate of Jesus Christ. And | submit
to you that | think it is a greater glorand one that will last far longefor God to hae dined in the
hearts of you and me andeeyone that beliees, than his glory in the heens, because tlggre going to
pass way, God will dispose of them, will change them, there’ll be no need for them. God himself, the
Father, and God the Son will be the glory in the day of eternitherell be no need of the sun, or the
moon, or the stars there, for God will be all in all.

Well the subject of this morning isWhy are men not sa&d?” We read that the god of thisosid
has blinded the minds of those who batient, those who in the previous verse are said to be Jost
think of that. God, through the person of his son, when he was here, he used simple words, words that
are understood by the smallest child, and the oldest personyaydne in between. He used such
words as light and darkness, and the windteybread, the dogisheep, wolf, shepherd, and nyasth-
ers. Thas just to take them from the one gospel of Johhhroughout the other gospels there areynan
more words used, thav&yone knevs. ThelLord used them to illustrate spiritual truths, things that
have o do with eternity things that affect our spiritual bodies, for wevda piritual need as well as a
physical need.

And | believe that the thought of darkness, and blindness, is one of the most prominent in the

gospel of John, and also ttect of being lost.You remember the prodigal son. Heasgnt really lost in

one sense, because he came back. The Merdgees farther with him; he has thegtier say*this my

son was dead, and is\adiggan; he was lost, and is found Luke 15:24]. Andso those that are said to

be blind here, and | belie this applies to the greatest percentagewuirfidi beings, and has throughout

the centuries, the god of this world, Satan, who blinded the mindsepfad all that followed heis

still at work today He “has blinded the minds of those that betient, lest the light of the glory of the
gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine to tfiinCorinthians 4:4].

We mme across the expression, “the image of Ggdite often in the scripturesubl’d like you
to note that after man fell, as he fell into sin and was banished from the Garden of Eden, it says that
Adam bga a n in his own imageSee, he had lost the image of God. And man, in the Garden of
Eden as an innocent being, equipped witmderful powers, ner reganed that place, but the one who
believes on &sus Christ today will gain that. He has the divine nature now; the life of God is supplied
to him. And that was theverlasting life that the Lord promised teaeyone that beliges on hm.

| remember hearing a story of a preacher who was asked to address some blind children. And he
was to do his at night, just before thi@vent to bed.He went to the institution, and heard voices of chil-
dren, having wonderful times, th&vere playing.The lady that took him to the room in which he was to
speak opened the door and &isvdark. but these children were all in there, enjoying themselves, not a
bit fazed by the fact that it was perfectly dark in there. But she clapped her hands, and immediately the
preacher sa one of the bgs creep along the baseboard or along the wall, feeling for the electric switch.



The light appeared immediatebnd then he went on with his preaching.

But he asked the ladyis this customarydo they always play in the dark?’And she assured him
it was. Andl thought what a picture it is of men todayheyre going on as if nothing was going to
happen, eerything is fine, thg're enjoying themselves, yet thare in spiritual darknessAnd it doesnt
matter to them whether the room is dark or the room is light;afeestill in darkness, tlyedon't see.

Well how has Satan managed to blind mehBelieve it is through excuses, misconceptions, mis-
understandings; and all of them are lies, because the Lord characterized Satavi|,the the father of
lies. Hecould do nothing elsel’ve listed a fav of the excuses, some of the statements that mer mak
when thg’re asked about their sosikvelfare, whether thebelieve in Christ to the saving of their souls,
whether thg've put their trust in him as s&r. And | imagine this is one of the foremostceses or
statements to offset all this that mewégven: “God is too good and kind to send men to Hell.

Isn’t it interesting that men will takthe one side of God, the side ofépfor he is said to be Ve,
“God is love,” but they pass by absolutely the fact that “God is light. God is holy He cannot look
upon sin. “No man can see me anddi [ Exodus 33:20]. His standard is absolute perfectidou, if
you would reach God, if you would speak to God, if yawuld want to appear in his presence, youeha
to have perfection. Thatwas what the lav was gien for: give man a perfect rule tovée by, and if he
didn’t do it, he was lost, he was under the curse.

It's a errible thing to read, both in the Old Testament and thve Mt “cursed is eery one who
continueth not in all things which are written in thes i do them’ [ Deuteronomy 27:26], [Galatians
3:10]. Andyet hav mary people, not only unbeh@rs but beligers, put themseks under that s,
hoping to gaindva and righteousness with Goddavid said, “There’s ot a man upon earth that doeth
good and sinneth nofEcclesiastes 7:20]. And he said, “By the works of thve $hall no man be justi-
fied” [ Psalm 143:2]. No man is justified by thevla the sight of God.

There are one or twother facts that the Lord himself saithe said, “he that belieth on the
Son; it was either the Lord or John the Baptist, I'm not sure, bsittieé absolute truth, “he that
believeth on the Son (the Son of God), hasrkasting life. But he that beligeth not (the Son of God),
shall not see life. The wrath of God abideth on hjiddhn 3:36].[It's not that PCH cam’remember to
whom the Bible quote is attributed:sithat it is unclear from thete Seethe Sermon of Fels, 1973
for details. TW] And hundreds of times the thought that God must judge sin is in the Scriplimes.
very first statement about death, what comes after death, is the judgment, the judgment of God upon sin.

And another one is that God will balance the good againstvtheTdis was ane of my Uncles
pleas. Hedid not belige. He was a churchgoghe dd not beliee in Jesus Christ as s@mr. God will
balance my good deeds, and he was a good man, 8l beedmit that, as men spealn the sight of
God he vas an unbelier. He was under God'wrath for not believing on Christ his son, but he didn’
know that, and he awuldn't accept it. “it's ot by works of righteousness which wevlabne hut
according to God mercy he saved us” [ Titus 3:5], and he sad us in vVew of the sacrifice of his son,
when in those three hours of darkness thatleped the earth, God judged his son for your sin and
mine, and for all sin.So that there' not a person that can claim that God is against them. Christ has
borne the sin forveryone, but God demands that we apply to his son for ouatgaiv WWe come to him
as guilty sinners, unbeliers, for thats what God is going to judge all men for: yheavenot believed
the record that God hasvgh of his son, or thg havenot believed the words in the Old Testament that



“trust in the Lord, andverything will be well’ [ Psalm 37:3?]. Put your trust in him; that was God’

word in the dispensation past. But today we're living in the day of grace, where God has made it easier
for everyone, no excuse for anyone to disbadjeand yet hav full the world is of unbelieers. No,it’s

he that vorketh not, but to him that belieth, Christs work is counted to him for righteousnesghe
righteousness that you and | need, to appear in the presence of God, @itbeahaly cther time, all

through eternity.

And then you hee the people that preach that God wilgimen another chance, after deattve
already quoted the verse that says no to that, “after death the judghhebtgvs 9:27, after death the
judgment. lItis only ?? in this life; the chance to berexhis now. God doesrt’ even say tomorrev, or
when you lile it, or on your deathbed. So myasay “I' Il accept him thefi. N o, God is not to be played
with. He's a God of reality; he meanaubiness. Whehe tells us thatriow is the day of acceptance of
salvation’ [ Il Corinthians 6:2], not so much that we are to accept him as he is to accept us.

And then you hear the talk of people, another evidence of the blindness that Satan kas put o
mens gyes, pulled the woolwar their eyes with this: God will ultimately wa dl men. And they take
as the proof of that theord in Colossians [Colossians 1:20] that says that God will reconcile all things,
but they forget that that means thing&od has reconciled by the death of his son, has brought back, his
creation that man lost for him. But man is not reconciled unless he comes to God, requiatignsalv
And one of the steps to that is repentance, repentawesdtoGod and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
think | quoted this morning the 53rd of Isaiah, the sidlsg, ‘All we like sheep hae gone astray; we
have wurned eery one to his own ay; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us allhat is the
verdict of God, though the prophet Isaiah; and that verdict stands.

And then, despite thet that one person, a member of the Godhead has paid for his jréguity
that he neer has to pay for it with the eternal judgment thgromised, “after this the judgmehthe
will receive God’s highest gift.

And then another statement that you often hear is tegy eeligion is good; we’ll all reach the
same ultimate goalWell, the very first gospel sermon that was preached in this dispensation of grace,
in this day of grace, auld disprae that. Becauséhe Apostle Peter said on the day of Pentecost, to the
very men who were the ones who had brought about the crucifiction of Jesus Christ, likesayis ho
other name under hean given anong men, whereby we must bera#’ [ Acts 4:12]. You se itisnt a
guestion we can besl, we must be sad, because we’re lost. The person who takes that plaes, tak
the place of being lost, deserving nothing from the hand of Goy, rélteve everything. Thats the
wonderful thing about grace. Graceveg ererything; the grace of God s everything to those who
desere mothing but judgment

Then as the last excuse that | wouldegthat ezen those who profess to be interested in religion,
or in the gospel, because the gospel is not religioy, dive this: theres dill plenty of time, plenty of
time. Andthat | beliee is perhaps the greatest excuse, the greatest lie, that Satavearegi theres
still plenty of time. There ist’plenty of time. The same apostle that wrote out teis morning said
that the time is short, no time left, [| Corinthians 7:28hd as we see the evil in the world increasing, |
remember fifty years ago listening to a preacher who said that if God be God, he must judge. And he
was referring to punishment right them.think it was in connection with theeipot Dome, some scan-
dal like that, where someone had walke€iwith 250 million dollars, or was in the process of doing so.



Well my time is almost out, and | had thought teegihree &amples of persons that the Apostle
Paul, the same person who the Spirit of God used to write thesdeaxful words, words ofxplanation
for you and me, which tell us whhings are the way tlgeare. TheApostle spok to hree prominent
men, and | don'think we hae ime to look at them, but I'll just refer to them brieflyn the eighteenth
of Acts, the Apostle is in the city of Corinth, Greece. Andhmeeaching there, but runs up against the
people of Israel who belie he’s a taitor to their race, because he seems to be preachantsalyloses.
Because the ¥aof Moses was to lead men to Christ; it tells us that in the book of Galawémsn thg
got through with the L&, when the finally couldnt do anything about the La, they couldn't keep it,
and therefore were under the curseytivere to apply to Jesus Christ, the Messiah, the one who could
rid them of that curseWhich he did when he ascended the cross and bore the judgment off kBod.
Lord lived the life of an Israelite those 33 years, and then took upon himself the curse of all those who
had broken the &

WEell this man Gallio was appealed to, he was the deputy there andshthevman to judge the
case, bt he immediately dismissed it [Acts 18:16], and the Apostle of course went free. adat w
God’'s way of relieving him of a possible imprisonment and punishment, because in those days, those
who differed about religion made a great thing about st nit like today But it says that Gallio, for he
was the Roman geernor in that case, he dismissed the case, and let the disputants fight eadieather
each otherand his comment on it, Dt.uke’s dmmment on it, for he as the one who wrote the book of
Acts, said that ‘Gallio cared for none of those thihgs.e was a careless man. Things that concerned
somebody else’law ddn’t bother him. He couldt’care less.

And thats ane of the things that trouble men toddyy to interest them in their sosl&lvation,
and you get the brusHofWe're not interested. Just ékhe purchasing agent that you go to to try and
sell some materials: brushes yofi 6Fm not interested, “ | don't care’} “ we hare aur source of sup-
ply,” all kinds of excuses. Wu can beat your heart out in front of a persoa tilat. Notinterested.

Gallio cared for none of those things.

And so, millions today doh’'give a hoot for religion. They'd nevea be ®en in a place lik this.
They don't care about God, although Godrieg them their breath, life, and all things, as the Apostle said
to the men of Athens [Acts 17:25They're not interested,ub they're not consistent about that, because
the moment thgre in trouble, the moment theeach a time of crisis, the momentytHface death, oh
how different it is. Then thecare, oh, and thell cry to God to see them. Hav mary atheists, \dltaire
is a wonderful example of that, praying to God at the very end of his life, to spare himy®mega
few more hours of life, promisingverything to the doctors if they’ll only advance his life avfleours.

Well, that's what Gallio stands for: “he cared for none of those thingsnd then you remember
in a fav years after that the Apostle Paul is a prisoner taken from Jerusalem to Caesaredisdita
The Jews hadowed with an oath to kill him, but he was spiritetag, practically with a small armyto
keep his life, to keep him safdde’s in Caesarea and he meets Felix. Felix was anothargar; Felix,
wonderful name, the name from which we get therdnmfelicity, felicitation, felicitous, who was cer
tainly a fortunate man. And he kmef the gospel, and here was this famous prisdweught before
him, and with his wife. He wants to hear more about this.

The Apostle Bul, in answering the request for the first time it says that Paul reasoned with him of
righteousness, of temperance or self control, and of the judgment to éomevidently it impressed



Felix, because in another translation than our King James, which is a goouat drleik faulty in this
one instance, because it says that Fedis terrified. As well he might be, for he was a wicked man, yet
he did not beliee. He lrushed Paul off, saying “go ytway. When | hae a nore cowenient season,

I'll call for thee A nd the wonder of it &s that he did. But there was a hidden waptan uterior
motive in that. Itsays that Felix hoped that mgn&ould be gien him by the friends of Paul, to secure
his release.

So you see, v could a man like that be seed? Itsays that after tavyears of imprisonment of
the Apostle Paul Felix was transferred, and another man came into his place, Festus. Festus, and Felix,
desirous to curry theatar of the Jews left Paul bound, didmlo anything about him, although he eer
tainly knev this was no criminal. No reason whe $ould hae been kept in ?? ?72.

So Festus asks Agrippa, this was the son of the Herod that suffered a tremendous death, a horrible
death. Ybu remember he took the place of a god, when the peaphipped and said “this is not the
voice of a man bt the voice of a gotthe was immediately stricken, and he died eaten afms. Just
think of it: worms eat the body aftersttead, but the didn't wait for him to die. He died thatay.
Well this man was the son, Agrippa was the son of that Herod. His real name was Herod Agrippa Il,
and he was there to listen to the Apostle Paud G reasons for whhe sould be set free.

Paul did a very remarkable thing after telling of his wasion for the third time.That's recorded
in the 26th chapter of the book of Acts, Acts 26, we should reddthé&. Apostle Paul labors with Herod
Agrippa, to reach his souHe did a very daring thing. He pointed him out and said, “King Agrippa,
believest thou the prophets?A nd not hearing an answée said “I know that thou belieest” H erod
Agrippa had to answerThis was his answgeccording to the King James Version “almost thou-per
suadest me to be a ChristigrActs 26:28].

But | think other translations go a little more accurate, and the thought idttBisrore in the
form of a question,'With a little more, are you trying to persuade me to become a Christianst
think what that would hae meant to Herod AgrippaHe would hae had to join forces, he would &
had to join the Christians of that dayho were treated lik the Apostle Paul, as criminaldderod
Agrippa was not ready for thaSo when he said that, the Apostle Patawhat | beliere is ane of the
most magnificent answers. He said “I would to God that not only thatualbthat hear me this day
were both almost and altogether such as | g these bonds. A prisoner then, in those chains;
perhaps those chains were clanking as he said it. Just think of the daring of that marg, sochnak
statement. Hevished @eryone in that room, and there were lots of them, the small and the great, he
wished thg were like hm.

There was a man whoanted to lege. He omould say at the end of his life, “I kmowhom | hae
believed” [II Timothy 1:12]. And that's the gospel. The gospel brings us into relation with Jesus
Christ. Ifyou haven’t until now, or you're not certain of it, you lvan't believed this person who hung
upon the cross as yourvsar, the one who wants to be youwsa, but who can only be your savior if
you will apply to him, in God way, and that way is to repent of your sins, turn your back upon the past
life, get right with God, accept Christ as youvisa Come to him, owning that you're only a sinnlaut
that he died for youThat was the burden of our songs tqdhgit Christ died for us. But #'anly when
we realize that he died for me; it dodsiv me much good to say he died for all, although that includes
me, but if we say with the Apostle Paul, “Son of God wheetbme, and gve himself for me”



[Galations 2:20], then wee reached the highest point, and God will honor the turn to him in sim-
plicity; God is a God of realityWe haveto meet him on his terms, and his terms are sa dasse its
past my time, and | thank you for your kind attention.

| thought of a verse that would be a nice one tededth you for the next three months of so that
| shall be avay. | think it's a \erse that all of us @uld not only enjg, but would be a wonderful thing,
for the increase in this place Meadl the chairs filled. The Apostle Peteat the end of his life, the last
thing he wrote \as, ‘grow in grace, grav in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ” [ 1l Peter 3:18]. You se there he geés the Lord the full title that he is entitled to.

Gracious God anddther as we ome to the end of this little message, we pray thou would bless it
to our souls, and @& s geater consciousness of the need around us, and of the blindness, and the dark-
ness from which we wa been dellered. Helpus to be a help to some soul or sods. we tale leave
of one another v we thank thee for this daghis day of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
the proof that he is no more in this scene but at the right hand of God, lookingugon us, calling
upon men to be sed, if they will only come. “ Many are called, but f& are chosen’| Matthev 22:14].
We thank thee that we are among those wheeheswered the call, and are among thosen ones.
May thy blessing be upon each one here, and eattilf. Bless the dear little children downstairs; may
the word of God hae keen blessed to their souls tod/e ask it in Christs precious name, amerilhe
meeting is ver.



