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... these are passages from the Gospels, and from the book of Acts, waich aittle different
picture than what weé keen singing about. The singing was about the glorious triumph, the hallelujah,
the victory dl of this thats cnnected with the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dééule all of
that is true, blessedly true, and | suppose that will be the major emphasis in the sermons and the mes-
sages this morning, in all the services that avenghroughout the land and the earth, what weehia
these three passages wilgius a ittle different picture, and &' necessary to k& this in order to hee
a omplete picture. While Hean rejoiced at the rising ain from the dead, of one who suffered such
an ignominious death, it was not so here upon earth, and if you'll turn to the 16th chapter of Mark,
you'll see what | hee in mind, see hw different it was. Theresurrection was something unknown; it
should hae keen known, but it wsnt. And it was the reception the Lord reeced from the very ones
who should hee keen the first to recet im, for “he came unto hiswan” we're told in the first chapter
of the gospel of John [John 1:11], “and hisng’, that is his wn nation, the people that he came to
sare, for he came to sa “that which was lost,t hat's anly told us in the end of the gospel of Luket b
in the earlier chapters of Matteve're told that the Lord came toweahs own. Hecame seeking the
lost sheep of the house of Israel. But whery ttegected him, when tlyeturned avay from him and
finally put him upon the cross of Caly, his message then, his service, his work upon the cross of Cal-
vary was for the world, although he had already preached that in John 3:16.

But if you'll notice in Mark 16, verse 9, the casual way in which the resurrection of the Lord Jesus
Christ is mentioned in this gospel.Now when Jesus was risen, early the first day of the week, he
appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast demons’ (the word is really demons;
there are not sen devils, there is only one devil, but there are millions of demons, unclean spénitg) *
she went and told them that had been with hiht'ake it that “with him” means the disciples, because
they had been tneelling with the Lord for three and a half years) “and she went and told them that had
been with him as tlyemourned and wept.

We haven’'t been mourning and weepingMeawe. Ourtheme has been one of rejoicing. But here,
the ones who should Y& keen rejoicing were most concerned at that very moniBmy were mourn-
ing and weepingWe don’'t read of them mourning and weeping when the Load wn the cross; but it
evidently dawned on them what a great disaster tlais. wrhg'd forgotten all about the prophed|
the words that the Lord had said abouivhee was going to rise again, and I'll speak of that a moment
later, after we read these three passages. Jep kthat in mind: themourned and wept at their great
loss.

Now notice something more astoundingAnd they, when thg had heard that he was\aj and
had been seen of héelieved it not” Just think of the unbelief of the human heaknd that of people
who were friendlywho were &varable to the Lord, and tiiecould be troubled with unbelief, thelidn't
believe Mary Magdalene.Now notice hav that continues; unbelief only breeds more unbelfefnd
after that he appeared in another form to tof them, as the walked and went into the countiyl
think this refers to the tvdisciples that were going to the city of Emmaus, and the Lord caught up to
them and spakto hem, asked them whthey were troubled.And he reealed himself to them in the



breaking of breadRememberwhile he brolk the bread, there were higunds, and he showed himself
through that. That caused them to rise up after he disappeared, anethdack to the twelve.

Now notice what happenedA‘nd they went” (these tw) and told it to the residue (that is the to
the eleen, eleven gpostles, disciples), neither beléel they them. Aftervard he appeared to the e
as thg sat at meat. A Il of this took time; this was the first day of his resurrection, the first day of his
rising agin. Hehad risen very early in the morning, but by this timesitowas probably in the late
afternoon or eening. Heappeared to them as thgat at meat and upbraided them. Upbraiding in this
passage means scolding, reging, reproaching, as well he might. He upbraided them with their unbe-
lief, and hardness of heart, becausg tiedieved not them who had seen him, after he was risen.

Let’s keep this in mind, and see if we can find a reason for Wisat is the reason for this unbe-
lief? Therehe is in the midst, scolding them, and of course thenhibkeve. And it says in the gospel
of Luke that thg believed not for joy [Luke 24:41]. Justcouldnt believe it! That he had risen agn.
So little had thg understood of his words to them, that he was going to die, he was goinéetpeseh
detailed the very kind of suffering, that hasygoing to be beaten, that he was going to be spit upon, he
would be branded, and finally crucified, defied to the Gentiles, to the chief priests, and the scribes,
and the Pharisees. All of this was told them, buy tiedieved it not, they didn’'t haveary ears for that.
I'll go into that a little later.

The net passage is in the first of Acts. This is written by the historian ke, and it a won-
derful record. In this book we get the record of the Acts of the Apostiesedlly it was the Apostles
worked upon by the Holy SpiritYou see the Lord had promised that heul send the Holy Spirit,
after he was gone, gone back to ¥#®a andthese works, the marvelous works of wasion and of
healing, works of pwer, dl these marelous things that are told us in the book of Actsy tiedlowed
the four gospels. If we just had nothingthihe four gospels, it would look almost as if all therke
that the Lord had done was wasted, lost.

Now just read the third verse of the first chapt8peaking of the apostles, wpLuke says, ‘to
whom also he showed himselfwaidter his passion by marinfallible proofs; mary infallible proofs,
“being seen of them 40 days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom’ o Godee
the Lord not only rose from the deadit he gwvethese disciples, and the up to 500 Christians who were
in the world at that time who belied on him, for whom this wonderful suffering and glory had been
concentrated, had beerotked upon, this was the continuation of that, arad wo rvet in their minds
the fact that he had risen, wasvaliand every word he had said before his cross was going to be carried
out, was going to be made good.

And then just one verse, you dbnéed to turn to it, in the 26th of Acts, something that happened
some 30 or 40 years latefhe apostle Paul, mg is gpeaking before a kingThe gwernor had asid
this king who vas visiting at the time to listen to this man, ancedim some reason whhe had said
the appeal to Caesand he had to ge the reason to Caesar for this negoing there. He kne that it
was because of the hatred of thevigh nation, at what this man Paul was preaching, what he was doing,
that he was being persecuted so.

And so Paul was allowed to stand before this king, and thergw, and all the mighty hosts, that
glorious compay perhaps hundreds of people, soldiers, amddus persons, all to hear this little man
tell his story And in the midst of this storyhich is a marglous storyand | hope you'll read it in the



26th chapter of Acts, read it at your leisure. Think of: here is a man, standing for his life. What is the
crux of the things that he is speaking aboliitt® the eighth verse, | thinkYes, ‘why should it be
thought of being incredible with you, that God should raise the'dead.

He’s first addressing this to Herod Agrippa, the king that was in Judea at thatAimdeit's
remarkable that he should be addressing this man because tredfattar’ was the one who had put to
death James, at this very time, just before Eagtdrwas intending after Easter to do the same to.Peter
In the twelfth of Acts you will read o Peter escaped, hothe mighty paver of God brought him out
of that prison, added years to his life so he could go forth preaching the gospel.

And every one of these apostles went tofeliént parts of the world, of the then-known world, the
Mediterranean and East China, to India, and the countries surrounding them,yandrth@reaching,
and the force of their preaching was that the person who had died upon the cross, the oag that w
known as Jesus Christ, Jesus the Christ, Jesus the Messiah, had been raised from e ltlheen
killed, hed been crucified, and been buried, sy that he was really dead, but the third day he had
risen again.

And this was what gided every company that heard that message: \theither believed it, or they
disbeliared it. I'm sorry to say that the majority disbeféel it. Butit's the thought that was in the
Apostles heart, and gien him by the spirit of God to sayWhy should it be thought a thing impossi-
ble, that God should raise the déa@.od is the one who ggs life, everything thats in aur world, the
mountains, the starsyerything of creation comes from him and not only has been created by him but is
maintained by him. It stands by his word; the Lord is theva@ient in that.“ who upholds all things
by the word of his power

The Lord didnt seem to manifest that power very greatly when he was here upon Hargwed
a few dck people, according to the records that weehd the 35 healings in the four gospels, but what
was that compared to the power of God that he has to maintain tiwiersai Thinkof the stars alone,
myriads of them. Men o speak of billions of glaxies, not just billions of stars. And each galaxy has
billions, so its hllions times billions. The power of God is inexhaustible, but | elieneeded all that
power to raise Christ from the dead because it was Satdaiest, he was the one that brought Christ to
the cross. Satan ag the one that inspired men to do this dastardly deed, and God is holding man
accountable for it.Everyone that hasver been upon the earth will stand before God in the judgment
day, and hare o answer to him for that crime.

But God has made it so easy for each one of us. And thank Godefgrome that hasvailed
himself of this. That just by the simplact of believing; it doesh’say hav much faith, or hw little
faith, it's just faith. You believe that Jesus Christ was upon that cross, and thatkeburied, and rose
again the third day according to the Scriptures; that moment yeudesanal life.

Of course God expects amdife given you to be Wed out. Andif there is no change in your life
from your old ways, if yowe reve repented of your sin, thenstiery doubtful that thataith has ap
effect. Raith, as the Apostle James says, is/gddoy its works. It's mot works that sz s, faith saes
us, but we need the real kind of faith that lays hold on God egslftir Christ, maks him our object,
and the one we seek to please.

Well | said before, that in the gospel of Mark wevéa dfferent picture, heen't we, from what
we usually gpect. ThankGod for the 40 days that the Lord visited with his peopMe don't know



how mary times he did; if the fifteenth of | Corinthians is all that he showed himself, then he ¢touldn’

have told them too much about the kingdom of God. And that is the real reagothgyhunderstood

not his sayings about his deatht least five imes in the gospel we are told that from that time on, he

began to tell the disciples, these twelve, and Judas was among them so he heard this too, #sat he w
going to go to Jerusalemaw going to suffer marthings of the chief priests and scribes, and all those

that had been his opponents in the three and a half years, he was going to go to Jerusalem and there suf-
fer death. It says first that he would be killed, that he would beededi to the Gentiles, finally he says

that he would be crucified.

But in each case, each case of the five, he tells them that he would rise the third day; the third day
he would rise agin. Nov you would think that fie tmes, if you're told once you're expected to
remember it, but fie imes, on fie dfferent occasions he told them that, and perhapsat’ revealed
how mary more times he must ke ld them that.In fact the three of them heard Moses and Elias
speaking about the Loi'death which he should accomplish at Jerusalem Bart that didnt make
much impression upon them.

You know the first time the Lord told them about his coming death and resurrection Petéyesaid *
it far from thee Lord. This shall not happen to theatthen 16:22]. Peterejected the thought out of
hand, and the Lord had to tdd® im. Butit wasnt very long, the next chaptethe 17th chapter the
Lord again tells him about his going to Jerusalem anigrsng. Andit says ‘they were &ceedingly
sorry”” Yes, thg might well be.

Why were thg exceedingly sorry?You know | think the same thing happened to them that hap-
pened to all the godly remnants of thewiwas generation, way back to Abrahaithey were epecting
a kingdom to come in pmer. The Lord was to come back and rid them of their enemies, He was to slay
them, dispose of them, bring in righteousness, andvtioelld be with him as part of that glorious scene.
That was what thg were looking for They entirely overlooked the other passages in the Oégt&ment
which told of the Lords auffering. The22nd Psalm would a tld them that this person that yhe
loved would be rejected by the nation, and heuld suffer an ignominious death. It ismentioned
that he would be crucified, butsttemonstrated by the very statemeritaey pierced my hands and my
feet” That was crucifixion, and yet that was prophesied before there was anything known about
Romans, and crucifixion.

It's a wonderful thing that the psalm does not end thay wt doesnt end with the rejection of
and the crucifixion of the Lordbut it speaks of the Lord rising up and meeting his people in sbhg.
will declare tly name in the great congydion, in the midst of the conggaion will | sing praise to
thee. Andthen think of the 53rd of Isaiah, right in the middle of the Old TestamentsThatpicture
of God's srvant, holy servant, the one who did his will, came here to suffer forsrsi®, who vas to
experience “the Lord hath laid the iniquity of us all upon Kim.

And then hav wonderfully that chapter ends.he Lord is gven the highest place in Heen, he
has victory oer al his enemies, and so ohe sufferings of the S&r, the sufferings of the coming
Messiah were something thbad either misunderstood ovaslooked, forgotten, put out of their minds.

Some of the other things thatvgius an dea hav things were held back from them: it said that
“they understood not these thingsA nd they were afraid to ask himJust think of it, the very person
who said “I am meek and lowly in hedrinade such wnderful statements, such wonderfulifations,



such wonderful promises, thavere afraid to ask him. And idnit just like us. Wherwe dont wish to
exhibit our ignorance, we jusielep quiet.We don't want to appear stupid, or less brilliant than we are,
than we think we are. And so thdidn’t ask him, thg were afraid to ask him.

But it was the thought of the kingdom, and ybrtémember that in the verse in Acts that | spok
about, that | read first, where the Loravgmary infallible proofs, divine proofs, that he wasvaliand
that everything he had said would be made good, the very last questiprasked him before he as
ready to go back, before heasvready to tak that ascent into Hean, “Lord at this time, wilt thou
restore the kingdom to Israe/Acts 1:6]? You see hev earthbound their thoughts wer&hey hadn't
understood at all that the kingdom of God that the Laad speaking about in the gospels, and that no
doubt he vas speaking to them about in those forty days, was a spiritual kingdom. He had said as much
to Pilate; | dort know whether or not theheard that, but it was awealing statement, asnt it, “now
is my kingdom not herén ot from hence, not here. My kingdom is a spiritual kingdom [John 18:36].

They were looking for the Lord to come in great power and gldityey had seen a little bit of his
power They had seen these omderful works that he performed in their cities, in Bethsaida, in
Chorazin, and other place$hey knew he could do it; thats what the were looking for And the idea
of his dying, or rising again, what that meant to them, that was just out of the question.

It's a lttle different isnt it, from the usual resurrection sermdrthought it would be a little salu-
tory lesson for us. that in the hymns we sing, the prayers we,mak speak about the glory of the
Messiah, and the glory of Christ,wmapon the throne of God, but we little thinkvialull our minds
are, haov little we've gprehended of that glarywe're going to be with it for eternityut it's a god
thing to get cut den to size, so-to-speak, and realize that we need the help of the spirit of God to rise
up to Gods thoughts.

WEell, all of this was changed after the Lord went back toveaea they waited for ten days, per
haps in fegrthey were in an upper room, thaverent on the streetsThey werent preaching the gospel
then, but the were at least olyéng what the Lord had told themWait in Jerusalem for the coming of
the Spirit of God. A nd on the day of Pentecost, 50 days after the Las evucified, that enderful
event happened, the Spirit of God camevdoand then was peer. This was a ng& kind of power; the
world had neer seen this beforeThey preached the gospel, and then Peter who had been the one who
had denied the Lord, although Judas betrayed hams, willing to see the Lord die for 30 pieces of sil-
ver, yet Peter denied the Lord three times as the Lord had prophesied, bas heawelously restored.
The Lord appeared to him personalgd yet in front of all the disciples the Lord asked him the three
guestions, remember in the last chapter of John, “Peter do yeun® and “do you love me nmore
than thesélJohn 21:15].

So Peter ws reminded of his sin, of his failure, but he was gloriously restored. And he was the
one chosen, to gk the gospel in its peer, on that day of Pentecost, and 3000 souls bedie Probably
never been a day li that, but thg were all cowmicted. Fifty days before theknew that a person had
gone to the cross, had been ignominiously crucified, crucified in shame, and pain, and alsarakath.
they were there, Peter was there on that first, dayroclaim that the very person thbad refused,
theyd rejected, wuldn't havethis king reign ser them, was ne at the right hand of GodHe had
been raised from the dead by the power of God and waseoming back. Didn't say when, but that
was the word that convicted their souls.



And 3000 of them belieed and the wonder of wnders was that tigegaveup everything. A book
by Thomas Moore | behl@ it was on Utopia, gies a $milar idea of persons living communaliharing
eveything alike. Well that was what happened when these 3000, agdihiee constantly added to, the
beginning of the book of Acts tells that there wereals more added. As each one wasvenied, he
got his fellav relatives a family to join him, to come into this wonderful feNship. Thg had all
things common.

But that was not to last, thatasnt God’s mind. Gods mind was not for them to stay in one
place. You remember the lastards he said were to preach the gospel beginning at Jerusalem, where
Christ was crucified, where the greatest deed in history was perpetrated, the greatest crime. Going on to
Judea, Samaria, and then to the uttermost parts of the earth. But communal dividg'tvallow that,
so that fell through. Through murmuring and disagreement it fell through.

But the gospel continued to be preachdahd this was the great message of the preachiig.
heard this morning that &'the preaching of the cross, preaching that men canvied g believing on
the person who hung upon the crosg,Paul doesn’include the resurrection there. Busithderstood,
because the 15th chapter raakt perfectly plain that had their been no resurrection, then no one else
would be raised.The Lord had showed by his powerenthe grae, at Lazaruss gave, that he could
just by a word bring a dead man to life, and bring him out again,after he had begun to disintegrate.

And the Lord had brought back from the dead the daughter of Jairus, the mteninent person.
And then he had restored the son to the widbNain. Thoseare the three known cases of the Lerd’
resurrecting peer. And he had so martimes himself indicated that he would die and risairmgWe
have Hs own words, “therefore doth my fathewk me because | lay down my life{ John 10:17].He
was the shepherd who was to lay down his life for the sheep, “that | mighittagain’ he says r@ad-
ing his life. And that ne life that he nw has is a ne creation. Hewas the one that brought forth our
present creation, what we see all around us, the hills,alfeys; the mountains, the stars, the sun, the
moon, all of these things that he has created, that belongs to the first creation. And that will be
destrged by fire according to Il Peteahird chapter That's another chapter to read. That willvgi ;e
an idea of the possibilities of atomic powr the Lord controls that too.

But the Lords wonderful life would hgee been of no wail if he had not risen from the dead.
“Now is Christ risert, says the apostle, “the firstfruits of them that sle¢pCorinthians 15:20].You
see his resurrection was not the first in time, bsithe first in orderthe first in rank, because he didn’
go back into deathHe died and rose again, and as he said to John the apostle, one of tadromelv
the glory “I am he that Weth and was dead, and behold | amealforevermore’ [ Revelation 1:18].

And so, all the things that our Lord said, what becomes of the ahigé ¥n the N& Testament,
the one thatverybody seems to kmg or to haveheard of, John 3:16 “God soved the world” the
greatest person, “that hexgehis only bgotten son, that whosee believeth in him should not perish
but have evelasting life? Would you and | hee everlasting life, or anyone else V& everlasting life
that appropriated that message to themselves if Christ were still in #a2 d¥a.

And then think of the Lord’ words that pree his deity or at keast claim his deityIn the fifth of
John, where he says the dead shall hear the voice of the son of God and shall confdhndsgthat
have done good to the resurrection of life, those thaehdone evil to the resurrection of judgmen.
thousand years between those two, because those whadome good will hee keen the ones who &



believed on Christ, who hae receved him as their s@or, who hae lived for him, who are really truly
Christians, the really genuine Christians, not the so-called, just the nominal Christians, thosesthat ha
been going to the churches, and jtist a matter of dufyust a matter or respectabilityut haven't lived

lives that comport with the truth of God.

And so, hav mary other things there are. The Lord said “if | be lifted up, willwral men to
me” and he hasit’drawn all men to him yet, has he. That still remains to be dbbelieve that refers
to the day of judgment, when all men will appear before God toveetwed just revards of their deeds.
If they've ot believed on Christ, if they've rot availed of that death upon Calwy’s aoss for their sin,
they’ll go into banishment fover, under the judgment of God.

“And this is the will of hinf,i n the sixth of John, the Lord says, “this is the will of him that sent
me, that eeryone that beliegeth on me, that seeth the son, and betle on him, will hae everlasting
life and | will raise him up at the last dajJohn 6:40]. Whichever that one is, for the beler or the
unbeliever.

I"d just like 1o dose with the statement that the Lar@surrection is the guarantee of our justifica-
tion. We reed not only to hae aur sins fogiven, the slate cleared about the question of sin, but we need
the right standing before God\Ve reed Chriss righteousness applied to ushat’s what he says in the
fourth of Romans, the last verse, “who was kd for our ofenses, t hat's Christ’'s death upon the
cross, “raised agin for our justificatiori. A nd the very next verse tells what that justification isy ho
it's acquired, “being justified by faith, we tia peace with God through our Lord Jesus CHrist.

And that Chris® resurrection is also a guarantee, that all men will appear before the one who hung
upon Cahary’s aoss. You may think that it happened 1900 years ag that doest’affect you too
much: thats past history It's past history but i§ going to be applied to you. If you're not a beke if
you can sit in your seat and reject the one who died for you upon the cross, who died for your sins,
because of those sins, and wants to claim you forvinisahild, if you can reject him, then you will be
the one whom the apostle referred to when heesppefore the greatest audience. He spbifore a
king, but | beliee these men of Athens that he spadh, it's recorded in the 17th chapter of Acts, that
was the greatest audience, the greatest audience of philosophers, of deergtbing that was great in
those days. Greece was the seat of learning for almestiging, and here the apostle closes his mes-
sage with this statement, th&s6d has appointed a day in which he is going to judge the whaliel w
in righteousness[ Acts 17:31], going to judge it in justicevdie justice, not mag’justice but God
justice, and ha'gven assurance of that in having raised his son from among the dead.

That's God’s guarantee. An@®?? beliee the apostle spakthat by divine inspiration, and stheen
written by divine inspiration, by the historian laik You knav what their responseas? V¢'ll hear
thee again about this. Some of them mocketsbme were a little more respectfilhey saw this man
was gncere, was earnest, was anxious to capture their souls. He was a fisher ofemérheswas just
a tentmaler by trade. But he had a messageyvmdimessage that wouldveaevery last man who heard
it, but these were men who were there for nothing but one purpose, ancshiat o or to hear some
new thing.

They heard the n& thing, but most of them rejected ift that place he had less success; he had
less disciples, less beligrs than at another place. And so I'll lege you with this wonderful message:
that the person who rose again that third, tlaying been buried, to @& the proof of his death, because



if he hadnt been buried, men would sayell maybe he didn'die. They still have the swoon theory
you knav, and other things that are too foolish to mentigknd even before the Lord was probably
buried and in his tomb, in that cut-out tomb, thevriemb, where ngr man was laid, &en there thg
had concocted a theory that his disciples are going to outsmart yisrelgoing to steal his body and
claim that he has risen from the de&b lets sal up that tomb and malare that he doesinget avay.
And you remember hothey arranged with the soldiers to tell a lie, to say that his disciples stole him
away while the soldiers slept, as if anybody would wnehat had happened while soldiers were sleep-
ing.

And so there are mgnnfallible proofs; we're not gien them, but the proof | bele, the proof of
all proofs, that all of this is true, divinely true, and that which will eithee gadamn your soul, is that
these people, these witnesses, these up to 500, preaching all around that the person who had died w
risen again, is n@ at the right hand of God, it was theivéds, in conformity with their messagénd
you knawv they didn’t fare awy better than the Lord did. He died for what he preached; he died for what
he beliwed. Hesuffered greatly He auffered more than anyone, but his disciples, just as he had proph-
esied, the suffered the same fate.

A great maw of them died in the persecutions of the first, second and third centMvesbn’t
know anything of that nav. Persecution is a thing hardly kwa. We shudder when we hear of twnis-
sionaries in Y¥eétnam or Laos having been captured, and tied to the stake, and then bwaeSuaih
treatment isrt common in this centurySatan isnt using those tactics mo He is letting us deelop this
spirit of indifference, of carelessness, and bt good. But theres a day coming when the very ones
who are the successors, who are the descendants of those who put Christ to the cross 1900 years ago and
they will suffer for their fate.

Three and a half years, such unparalleled sufferings wil ialce, and it says unless those days
were shortened, no flesh would beesh Everyone would die. But tlyewill be raised again; that will
be the second part of the first resurrection. But weriatime for that, and Ve ovestayed my limit,
and so | bg your pardon.| give you thanks for your kind attention. May we pray.

Blessed God ourather we thank thee for such a story to tell. May itveaeen impressed upon
each of our hearts, what a gloriousieawe hae. How he has glorified thee, just as he said before the
cross, “I hare dorified thee on the earth. havefinished the work thouayest me to dd. We thank
thee that he is moat the right hand of God,ver living to male intercession for his peoplé&ver living
to bring us to that blest place that he promised when he‘kaiill ‘come again and receé¢ you unto
myself. Inmy fathers house there are mgmimansions. A ccept our thanks for the truth of all these
things, and we commit the dear children downstairs thgtrittay have heard the word of God too, that
it may hae been blessed to their souls. Accept our thanks for thistlisyday of days, when our Lord
not only rose from the deadytowhen he ascended to the right hand of power on high. In his precious
name we thank theeAmen. Themeeting is wer.



