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The subject of the characters of Sarah and Isaac are wrapped up of course in the life of Abraham.
We cet the first reference, | belie to Sarah in the 13th chapter of Genesis, but she must tegen inti-
mately acquainted with the subject of the 12th chapitat is, of God gppearance to Abraham, when
he appeared to him in glgrg dory that Abraham ner forgot. Andl’d just like to read the tw refer-
ences to Sarah, who we will speak of first, in thevNestament, for there are onlydweferences to
her.

In the 11th chapter of Hebrews we're told that, “Through faith also Sara herselfeckgeéngth
to conceie ®ed, and was debred of a child when sheasg past age, because she judged hithfil
who had promisetl.[ Hebrews] 11:11] Thad’the reference to the faith of Sarah.

In the Epistle of Petethe first epistle, and the third chapter the fifth verse we read, “in this
manner in the old timethat is in the Old Testament, “the holy women also, who trusted in God,
adorned themselves, being in subjection to theim busbands: Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling
him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraidywéthaaement. [ |
Peter 3:5-6]

The subject of Sarah, where she®entioned in the Old Testament does not commend her to us,
and is another example ofadsod never fails to balance thingdf there is faith on the one hand, there
are times of doubt on the otheAnd | believe we're all subject to that. And we remember that after
God had gien Abraham the wonderful unconditional promise that he would be a blessingute w
become great, he would be the father of a multitude, that nations would come of him, and that in his
seed, although he was first told that it would be through him, all the nations of the ealthbe
blessed, which was an astounding thing tq bagause when Abraham was tested, afeted up Isaac,
as a result of that Godagehim a reiteration of the promise that He hagbgihim in the fourth chapter
of Genesis, in which he told him that it would be in Abralsamed that all the nations of the earth
would be blessedlt’s a emarkable thing, and that statement f@Hoto Isaac and to Jacob, at a later
time.

So that, from the Epistle of Galatians that comments on these promises, these unconditional prom-
ises, ??? that the person that the Lord had in miad,iwfact, when God appeared to Abraham and
gave him these promises, he had his son in mind. This is the one, through whom all the nations of the
earth would recee dtimate blessing.And of course thas' not just ultimate, I timate in one sense,
and that is the ??? at the same time.

Now, we learn some interestin@dts from the history in the early chapters of Genesis, that say
that, that state, that when thieft the land of Canaan, after having come the better part of a thousand
miles from Ur of the Chaldeed.looked it up on the map this afternoon, and the one in the Scofield
Bible seems gk the best kind of map, stws that from Ur of the Chaldees, where Abraharveteal, a
distance to Haran, where thetayed for an indefinite number of years, | dahink we can state ko
mary years he was therdut he left Haran when his father Caleb died, and then proceeded down to the
land of Canaan, ??? or approximately a thousand miles.



When you consider the state of the world at that time, and we #reve was no great ??? in the
earth at that time, men were more or lessnadato themselves, that Abraham and his family and the
senants that he took with him made this trip, is just a mlathat nothing happened to them. It\wko
that the were led of God, and Sarah mustdédad a part in this, although the rest of the Scriptunes gi
it mostly to the faith of Abraham.

Sarah was Abrahamsidster, in a way. She was the daughter of Abrahanfather but not of his
mother To savetheir lives, as thg thought, although Abraham had this wonderful assurance of protec-
tion by God, for if he was to be the father of maations and to be a blessing to mankind it certainly
meant that he wouldvé. He would not be able to do this, accomplish this, dead, so that there is a lack
of faith. Thereis a famine in the land of Canaan and Abraham andahidyf Sarah, and others, Lot
too, and thg went down to Egypt. And Abraham ?2® you can readily see, ??? matched by a period
of doubt. They don’t overrule this failure, and Sarah is &kinto the household of Pharoah, but not
touched. AndGod praised the nation of Egypt so that Abraham was sent out, and the remarkable thing
of it is that the Scriptures say that he wenwddnto Egypt, which was correct geographically speaking,
but the rest of the place it says he went up back to the land of Canaan and then he was reinstated in
God's favar, because he offered sacrifice, it says that he went on.

And isnt that the way we are? When we fall we gavdpwhen we're restored we go upnd
then theres a dhance for God to lead us alongnd so the next incident that we’re told about Sarah is
that God had promised her a son. The tinas Wong. When we consider what was told us about Sarah,
a geat deal of it can be read out of the life of Abraham, she was a part of Alsdif@naind therefore
in fellowship with him, in communion with Godubwhen you think he little is actually stated of her
life, theres 127 years, is anazing hav God does not satisfy our curiosity.

The Scriptures were not written for us personallyie Scriptures were written for the dvpur-
poses that are stated in Romans and Corinthians. Romans tells ushenahinigs that were written
aforetime were written for our learningRomans 15:4] That'what we ought to do. And in Corinthi-
ans we are told that the things of the Old Testament were written for our warning, for our admonition [l
Corinthians 10:11].??? Thepositve and the ngative: we can learn from bothAnd God has matched
his word, gven us te failures on the one hand, and taighf on the other hand, and we are to profit by
this.

This is the grand purpose, | beke of the Old Bstament. vas Peaking this afternoon about all
the names, the names that the ladswpeaking to me about she said fleored she was with them,
and she would ha& © read them at least 20 times before she woudth e dle to pronounce them.
But, | said that God has, especially in the names of the Israelitessthemeaning to those names,
unfortunately| don't think we knav very mairy of them, but each parent chose for their children appro-
priate names, | bele in proportion to the amount of faith théad at the time. So thid be 2? names
that had a divine meaningAnd | suppose that in the day to come, when we'vergfull knowledge,
we’ll understand what those names mean, amdthey fit in.

The time vas long for Sarah, and the promise was not seeming to be fulfilled. In fact it was 25
years all told between the time that GavgAbraham the promise of the son, and the time thaag w
fulfilled. Now you knav 25 years, when you speak of it &ik'm speaking nw, goes very &st. Butif
you're expecting something to happen for 25 years, the time goes vely.slBarah suggests to



Abraham, and i§ aurprising hev Abraham took on the suggestion, suggests that in order to get this seed
that God had promised, that he marry Sardhhdmaid, or as it says in other places, a bamian,
meaning a ske. That's not a slae in the way we use it, ??7?, a person that has no rightsyealstap-

pose, a bondwoman in that day had status avaldd position.

Abraham acceded to this request and apparently did not ask God about it, foo@adhave told
him that this was not theay. If he waited his time, it wuld come about. And isnthat the ??? our
problem. V¢ like to ®e things recuted quickly So God tests ourdith. Hedoesnt expect that wee
going to demand the fulfillment of a promisde promises eternal life, and we alvbat, we hae the
faith of it, we hae the promise of it, but the eternal life that wesdds in the incipient stage here; |
believe that we will enjy the fullness of it in eternityl hope that no one will say wp or thinks that |
am degrading, or saying that eternal life is not a present possession. It is, but we gérwatijout
ary interruption in perfection in the day to come.

So Abraham marries this bondman, and the result is a son. And | suppose that Abraham
thought this was the fulfillment of the promise. God had to assure him thatakiao so. He must
have had the assurance that it was wrong for him teehdne this when Hagar despised Sarah, who
was the means of her kg this child, and Sarah it says dealt hardly with her and put her out of the
house, and Hagar was rescued by the Lord as we read in one of the early chapters of IGeseses.
all of us here kne the incident, where God opens Hag eyes and she sees this well, and thg biife
is saved. Andthen she is told to go back and to submit herself to her mistress.

The years pass on, and God finally comes to Abraham aealgéimself then as the almighty
God, and tells Abraham that he willveahs nhame changed from Abramye’ rot called Abraham an
thing else, by another name because we're so used tout, Abrahams first name was A-B-R-A-M,
having a different meaning than Abraham, father of the multitudiélsink the Abram meant yhfather.
And also that Saras’mame would be changed from Sarai to Sarah; thdtange of the last letter of the
word from i to h. And Sarah means princess.

Then shortly after that we & the incident of the Lord appearing withdvengels, all of them
appearing as three men, visiting Abrahafis is one of the sen gopearances that the Lord made to
Abraham, and this time Sarah was not there. She was in the tent, apparently doing sonuitondy b
overhear the coversation. Andthe Lord assured Abraham that heuld come at this time of life, and
that Sarah would mohavethe son.

And Sarah, after so maryears of doubting, so maryears of wondering, laughed at it herself.
And that was an incredulous thoughtwheoould this be, I'm too old. She was almost ninety then, and
Abraham was ten years oldéFhe Lord said,"Why did Sarah laugh?’A nd she appeared and said that
she did not laughThe Lord contradicted her immediately and said she did. And that ended that inci-
dent. Abrahanthen went with the Lord and the dvangels on the way to Sodom. And wevhahat
wonderful ??? with Abraham interceding for Lot.

He was interceding for Sodomytifiguring that at least 50 people could be found there who were
leading righteousVies and deserved not to be dested. Andthe Lord promised that. And then Abra-
ham feared that it might not be 50 and he brought it down to 40, and savortlgoline until he came
to ten. And the Lord said heowld spare the city if there were teA.wonderful exhibition of the grace
of God, acceding to Abrahasfequest in each instance, withouy ajiestions, without gn???.



And so | belige that is a picture of the grace of Godle don’t havetoo maly exhibitions of it in
the Old Testament, but here is one: Sodom, the most wicked city on the face of the earth, and Lot a part
of it. What a sad character heasv Heknew what his uncle stood fohe had faith in God, he was a
righteous man himself. Peter tells us he was a just rAad.yet his righteous soul wasxed from day
to day with their hearts of evil, [Il Peter 2:7] and yet he went on with that city as a good, a respected
man, that when it came to the time of his witness to them about the judgment to come, on tiwge morro
he was disbelieed, and thg would have exeuted him.

WEell the promise of the Lord finally came about when Sarah ceeteand | belige that is the
time when this verse in Helws takes place’ Sara herself rece#d srength to concee ®ed, and she
considered him able to do what he had promisédl her doubtings ne were gone, and she loed
forward to the time when sheowld hare tis son. And her statement when the child was born was to
give hm the name that suld be most connected with heghe had laughed at God, she had laughed at
the Lord of glory and nav she was to be reminded of that. She called her son Isaac, which means
laughter a cnstant reminder to her of her aithfulness, of her doubting. of her fears, and of the ulti-
mate plan to sokrthem.

WEell the picture of Sarah that we get from the little that is told about her is that she was a ??? per
son, as | suppose all of us are on occasi®iven enough rope, we'll do just thatwWe'll exercise that
which is a part of our nature, a part of our fallen nature. Instead of committing the case to God, asking
for wisdom, Sarah thve her out, and would he& let her die. God rescued hand brought them back
to life.

And she didrit seem to mind being dishonest on occasionaat it was on three occasion&bra-
ham got her to say that she was his sister; this anly partly true. And the Lord rescued him on both
occasions. I8 remarkable isit’it, that we can fail in the sameawtime and again, and yet the Lord
continues with uslt's a fart, | believe, of the educational process that we are in the midst of. Fear of
God: we need to recognize that. God deals with us patiéntighere are times when he has to judge
us. You knav the apostle Peter says that “the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of
God: and if it begin at us, what shall the end be of those thgtrabahe gospel of God?|I Peter
4:17]

So God deals with us not only in grace but ivegoment, and that’ ometimes what we, I'm
sure, all times we dotlike. We do rot recognize it, too, in that the wywnment of God is established in
the grace of God because it has an end to its end, it has an eternal purpose, and&ogyiswus that
which the apostle Paul says in the first of Philippians “that he who s ke good work in us will
continue it, until the day of Jesus Chti§Philippians 1:6]. So that all of the Loedpeople are in the
??? of God, we are not distressed, we are nobtoyywwe know that we are in the ??? hand, and that all
will ultimately come out for our infinite blessing.

So the types that the apostle Paul speaks of in Galatians, in chapter 4, although Sarah is not men-
tioned there, in place of her is mentioned JerusalBut. if you tale the fact that Haay, in Paul's
account in the letter to the Galatians, is that Hagar stands for thevelthot Hag@r was the one who
brought forth the son that represented Israel under the wkshat, that is under the Wa Whereas
Sarah is spadn of there as Jerusalem, is the mother of us all, the mother of thosewsHaitha Abra-
ham being the father of the faithful, treater of those who ka faith, because he isvadys listed in the



New Testament as the one who bedéid God without question, no questions asked, just bedidim,
impossible as it seems.

Just think if ag one of us were to be told by God, thatdu count the stas.Can you count
them? Nof course not.” So shall tly seed bé. A nd this was when Abraham had no sign of a son.
This was gen before Ishmael. Abraham belied God, and God counted that for righteousnedad
that is the same way with us. That is a pattern, he is a pattern son, he is a patieam beédidelieve
that Christ died on the cross for our sins, and we commit ourselvesyesjraind our souls, andasy-
thing about us, to that person who hung upon the cross was buried, raised the tlaird dayov at the
right hand of God, but is foolishness to the natural man. Buth& power of God towery one that
believes. Thisis the gospel—the simplicity of it, and the wonder of it— being possible that a person
who was condemned to die, dies the most horrible death, and dies under the judgment of God, that he
should be the way that God has ordained that | shouldved,sand that | should be considered right-
eous in his sight.

That was the wonderful message that the apostle Baat@ythe synagogue at Antioch of Pisidia,
in the 13th of Acts.Said by this man, the man that he had been telling about on the crossynas no
the right hand of God in the glgyy him, everyone that receid forgiveness of sins that he had applied
for, but more than that, he would be justified, heuwd be considered righteous, fromes sin, from
evey law that is against him. That was a marvelous thing. dsuhe reiteration of Genesis 15:6,
“ Abraham beliged God, and it was counted to him for righteousriess.

WEell we see that God had some great thoughts in mind,tdidnwhen he ordered theds so fir
in the distant pastGod had great things in mind for them, and he was carrying out his purgoses.
this was the blessing of being in the seed, in the line of Isdadsaac shall thseed be calleti G ene-
sis 21:12 not through Ishmael. Although when God told Abraham, Abraham also laughed when God
said that he wuld hare a ®n. Ishmaehad already been born then, Abraham laughed, and said it might
be so with Ishmael, but it was not so to be.

And looking back wer the history and thinking of the history na the nations that are surround-
ing Israel were their enemies that hadved to annihilate them, to kilvery last one of themBut think
how God is preserving his seed. These people that axeonahe earth, on a small part of thenkd,
very small, ending on one side by the Mediterranean Sea, and ringed about on the other by enemies,
who are sworn to annihilate them. What enderful proof this is of the power of God to preserve, and
to carry out his word.

Well we've mow come to Isaac.And what Isaac has to say is practically filthink that if you
took everything that is recorded of what Isaac said, awvdn't fill a few paragraphs. 18 remarkable,
isn't it. Sarahof course, is linked with Abrahami/hateser Abraham was told, I'm sure hegit to
Sarah, and shevigently acquiesed in it. So she was a part of his life, and endured the rigors of that
thousand mile trip, and a wekind of life, for | understand that Abraham was a prince in Ur of the
Chaldees, and that he was a rich man, and had great prospects. Buatv€hidhgalso riches and great
prospects and an armip rescue Lot. These were all the men and women and children that had been
born and brought up in his household.

But Isaac is the son of his old age; Isaac was born when Abraham was 100. And the first thing
we're told about Isaac is that when hasmveaned, then Sarahwsbshmael mocking. And she said



something then that is quoted in theANEestament with aprobation, “Cast out this bondwoman and her
son: for this bondwoman and her son shall not be heir with my son’Isaadhis is what happened in
the case of the va The Law that was represented by Ishmael and Hagar is noteatgfry more as ér

as the Christian is concernele is under a far highendathat is the lav of the life of Christ, the la of

life in Christ Jesus.

Not that there is anything wrong with thew.aThe Law is pure righteous, holyand just and
good, as Paul writes in RomanBut we are not under it as a condition of righteousness before God.
For Paul tells us in Galatians, second chagteat if righteousness came by thwlac ould come by the
Law, “then Christ has died for nothirig'Galatians 2:21].

So the first incident we ke &out Isaac, is one in which he plays, according to the Scriptures, he
plays a very submisg part. You remember when the last test of Abraham, that he can offer up his son,
on a mountain the Lord would tell him of, and that he would depart on thevmenu that it would be
a few days journg. Isaac goes along with hiather and with the fire and the eod and the seants.

The servants are told toait behind, and thewill come back again, which is a remarkable statement,
isn't it, because if Abraham was to kill his sonwhwould that son come back &g? Butthey were
assured that he would.

We're told in Hebrews that Abraham considered that Gad able to raise up Isaac, and it was in
this faith that he went ahead with thdeoing. \Well, you knav the story Abraham, about to slay his
son, vas called out of the Heens by God, “slay not your scrand Abraham sa& a lamb caught up in
the thicket and offered him instea8ut here is what | see in this wonderful staaygory unlike any
other in the Scripturesuba picture of course of God the Father not sparing his own son, lueridgli
him up for us all. It vas that Isaac was bound up with the wood, but before that | shorddiea-
tioned that Isaac kmethat this was to be a sacrifice to God, and there was the fire and the wbod, b
where was the lamb for the burnfesfing? Abrahanhad evidently told Isaac that, but not said that he
was to be he ofering. Hisclassic answer was that God will himself yide an ofering. A marvelous
statement, God himself will provide arfering. SoAbraham did this in perfect obedience and perfect
faith.

So the part that Isaac played in this | see was that there was no resistance. Just imagine, judges
say that when a person is accused of a crime, or is in danger of death, that is the time whihfitie
the hardest, thewill resist the most, to be inflamed. But we do not find anythirgthkt in Isaac.He
allows himself to be bound, and put on the akiad allows the father to takhe knife to slay him, not a
word of resistance.

Now we don’t know whether there was or not, whether Isaac would sayamh you doing this?
That would be natural, euldn'tit. Butl believe that the story as it is\gn us, the incident as it is\ggn
us, shows that this is a type of the eternal sacrifice that the Lord hinasaibwnak. Hewould be slain
himself; the father judged him for our sins. and he would go through death, and resurrection.

The rest of the life of Isaac was again met by this wonderful sulvariesis, and faith in his
father, and in God, by failure in the next chaptédot the n&t chapterthe next chapter tells us Sammh’
death and burial, and stinteresting that that was the only part of Canaan, though Canaan was promised
to Abraham and his seed, thaasvthe only thing that Abrahamee had that he could call his own, it
was the grae, it was the burial s in which Sarah wasuried. Hebought that from the people of the



land. Andthe Lord too: thas the only thing he had here in this scene, was aegnsien appointed his
grave with the wicled, you remember as the prophet Isaiah says in the 53rd chapter of Isaiah. But God
managed it. God gathat he was with the rich in his death.

Then we hee the wonderful story of the finding of a wife for Isaac. Haswot to marry anof
the daughters of the land of Canaan, which from the history whickias gs$ in Leviticus 20 and 22, |
believe it's those two chapters, or might be 18 and 20vegis an dea of the character of the people of
that land, hardly beliable, such wickedness, no wonder that the Israelites were tolkkgdoménate
these people. Tlyavould hare been not only defiled themselves, but the land was filled with blood.

Well the servant of Abraham, and we ¢ait that it is Eleazar who is mentioned in thevioas
chaptey the serant of Abrahans house, and one who has charge of all his goods, he is a picture of the
Holy Spirit, who is nav down in this scene, gathering a bride for Christ. All the hetig in this dispen-
sation, these past 1900 years, are going to one day become a bride forTieyistill be his, what are
now his body will be his bride, and in that there is no fault to be found with Isaac. He meets his bride,
of course the 24th chapter of Genesis is one of the longest in the Scriptures but one of the most interest-
ing. It gives an dea of hav God was to see to it that itas Abrahans ®ed that ??? his family out of
which this wonderful nation was to be formed.

| don't remember whether we're told whsaac left Canaan after he was married to Rebekdah, b
the thing occurred. He left hasr she agreed to the lie that shaswhis sisterand God rescues them out
of that dilemma. Another showing Wdear possessed these people in those early dlags imagine
that the character of the people of the land was such that you ¢duldh’a word, or a deed, that yhe
did. They were satanic, led by Satan.

And the last incident in the life of Isaac that we're told about is that which is referred to in
Hebravs, and | should read that verse in Hebrews 11, Hebrews 11, versBy2faith Isaac blessed
Jacob and Esau concerning things to cbniehat’s ane of the shortest Scriptures in thevefeh of
Hebravs, and for a person who had such a wonderful statraither an inglorious end, | would say
For the reason is that the faith that is spolof here was just at the very end of the incident where Isaac
allowed himself to be deced by Jacob Jacob had previously gained the birthright from Esau, and |
guess | should va begun a little more orderly about Isaac and Rebekah.

They waited 20 years for the son thaasvpromised them, and when the time came instead of one
son it was tw. Andyou’ll remember the incident, you'll remember the story that Esau was born first,
and then JacobBut before that, when Rebekah asked God for the reaspishehwas having her trou-
bles, God said, that among other things, the end of the staterasnt‘thhe elder shall seevthe
younger’

Now these tw boys gew up, and apparently tigebecame thedvaites of father and motheEsau
became thedvaite of his fither and Jacob theavaite of his mother This is a warning to us, isnt.

No person, no one child shouldveathe preeminence, no one should beafed oser the other All
should be lged dike, but it was not so in this casEsau turned out to be the hunt&rd Jacob the plain
man, living in tents, which is probably what he turned out to be katattle raiser; he was very good at
that, as the later chapters of Genesissiim

Well the incident that Hebwes 11:20 refers to is when Jacob, by conniving with his mpotheen-
aged to decee Isaac, although you can hardly understang howice could be so disguised, and the



father, partly blind, or partly dim-ged, allowed himself to ge Jcob the blessing that he intended to
have Esau. BecausEsau was the firstbornubapparently did’care for it, but Jacob by deceidiged
both the birthright and the blessing.

And the blessing was the great thing in those days, because the eldeergbirey, the oldest
son. Andl was told that the same thing still applies in the land of China; the eldest someggitsireg,
but he is sipposed to watch out for the rest of the family.

Well, Isaac realized, at theewy end, after Esau came in and pled with his father for the blessing
that Jacob had depad him of, Isaac said that heould be blessed, not Esau but Jacdbhave Hessed
him and he shall be blesskdl hat was the realization, and therghere the faith of Isaac came in, at
the very end.I don’t know how mary years after that hevied, whether he Vied at dl, but he blessed his
son, and passes into histoapd | belive he’'s anly mentioned a very fe times in the Old &stament
outside of the arrangement when God speaks of himself as the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob.

Isaac is not mentioned by himselfthink that, it appears, a possible reason is in the tigeac
would be a picture of the Lord noon high, and he is not seeitf we deal with him, it must be byith.
We were hearing this morning a very interesting collection of passages where the thing was for the per
son that wvas listening, was to see Christ in these passages, to see who that gersdndl think it
was an nteresting study.
But our time is past, and | wish | had more to say about Isaac and Sar#ieylwere undoubt-
edly people ofdith. Isaachy the vay, lived 180 years, fie years longer than hisither And for a per
son to lve that long, and to ha 0 little said about them, it raises the question in ®n@hd, was it
because he was a person of little charactef@ubt that.

END OF TAPE



