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... played was announced; if it was | didnéar it, but | think | recognized it as “Nearer my God
to The€. A nd wheneger | hear that hmn, or especially the playing of it it reminds me of the time the
Titanic went down, | think it was in 1912. And the musicians played that; t loav whether it vas
sung, but at least thehought that the people in theatet or gill on the ship, would recognize iBut
I've dten thought, what a contrastNearer my God to Theéetan mean nothing but despair and lack of
hope and trouble for the unv&d. It could administer a little bit of comfort to those who were about to
meet God, that ke Him.

But that was not what | wanted to speak of this morninganted to continue with a vergrhous,
a ery favaite and well-knavn verse in the book of Il Corinthians. It is akin to the one that was quoted,
the famous one John 3:16. the one that tells us that Godesh ko very dearly Med the world. The
word so in that gospel, in that verse, is in the Greekrg extreme expression,st“so very dearly’
loved the world. Andthat must foreer cause a great deal of wonder to us, as we think of ourselves and
see the world around us, and thawit is going, to think he that could be possibledow could God,
that has been reffed, and reviled, and hated, cursed, and despised, not only in his place in the Glory
but in the person of his Son, for the name of Jesus Christ is on a greatipsamnd it is used about as
commonly as the name of God, anevals in a derogtive nse. Mernvent their angerand their
hatred, and their concerns, and use and blaspheme the name of God and of Christ, for ywhidih the
pay as the Scripture tells us, from the Losddvn words themselvesBy thy words thou shall be justi-
fied and by tih words thou shall be condemnkd.

So e/eryone needs the salvation that is so freely offered, and this last hymn that weTdang, °
Wonderful Grace of Jesusg,s the subject of the verse that Meain mind. Andyou need not turn to it,
because i§ just a ery short verse, perhapgea shorter than John 3:16, which | think has only some 23
or 25 words. Andthat verse in the eighth of Il Corinthiangrse 9. And we all alays ought to
remember these famous, these well-known verses, these text verses by their reference, so we can point
them out to people so Widl know that it isnt our word, but these are the words of Holy Wiithey're
the words that God has sent his Son fromvde#o gve to us.

Because Paul, who wrote these words that I'm about to readhed.ord himself, heard hiice
from Heaen, and was commissioned to be his represestatis Apostle. The words in the King
James Version and all other versions agy/\similar hardly a change in them, just as John 3:16hn
3:16 could not be misunderstoodsit word so simple, spoken of by a Divine Person, the one who
knewv what he vas talking about, and the one who was\e tut in his bodyin his life, and embodied
the embodiment of truth. So in this 9th verse we read ‘iNVat know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
that though he was richo r when he vas rich, “yet for your sakes he became pdoat you, through
his poverty, might be made richor might be rich, or enriched.

This is one of the, quite a number afrses in this particular book that presents a para8ox.
whoever heard of a person, rich, becoming pdorenrich others? Of course you might think that a phi-
lanthropist, who was rich to begin with, mightvgiaway all his wealth.But there are mighty ¥ of



such, arert’there. Therich hang on to theirs, and thegive a little bit of what thg've got, perhaps to
perpetuate their name, and to crearmd for themsebs. Buthere was one whoverses the orderHe
was fich to bein with, yet he became pqdhat through his peerty, through his peerty, millions might
be made rich, might be made rich for all eternity.

You e the philanthropist whowgs a lttle of his wealth enriches somebody else for a tinug, b
he can neer do this, what this verse speaks dfnade rich for eternity And thats what every one of
us who hge telieved in the Lord Jesus Christ as ouvss, who have put our trust in him for our life
here, and for the life thatto mme. Becauseveay one has a life to comélheres no sich thing knavn
as annihilation, notven in nature. Vérner Von Braun, | think, the German whasvcaptured by the
Americans at the end of theawWorld War I, and was the head of the space program, those mighty
satellites that tak men to the moon, he was in cbarof that, and that’'ame of his &pressions. That
was an gpression of hisdith. Theres no sich thing in, noteen in nature. Vérner Von Braun, | think,
the German who was captured by the Americans at the end oath@/evld War 1, and was the head
of the space program, those mighty satellites that tadn to the moon, he was in charge of that, and
that's one of his &pressions. Thatvas an &pression of hisdith. Theres no sich thing in nature as
annihilation. Eerything that is here will either be changed, or remain as itheres no sich thing as
a thing coming to nothingWe kurn a paperfor instance, we burn our rubbish, but that rubbish goes
into another form, that ascends into the aid it becomes something else.

This thought of the apparent contradiction in this verserig similar to others that we V&in this
book. For instance, at the end of the book the apostle writes of his experience that he has a “thorn in the
flesh? [1l Corinthians 12:7] W don’t know what what that was; some think it was some affliction of
his gres that made him repwsj and that interfered with his speaking, with hisvaling. But what-
eve it was, he did not get relief from it, though heexbithe Lord three times to remwit. ThelLord
answered him that His grace was sufficient for him, and the apostle concludes the story by telling us that
“when | am weak, then | am strohd\N ow we can't explain that plysically; a weak person cdrét the
same time be a strong person. But when he was weak, this wsisglly when he kne that he vas
suffering, he could realize that in Gedight he was strong, in faith he was strong, spiritually speaking.

And then other instances of it he speaks of having nothing, yet possessing all things. Dying, and
yet we Ive, and so on. But that was not what | had in mind this mornitig. the verse in its totality
This is a reelation; | dont think theres another verse in Scripture Bkit. Thegrace of the Lord Jesus
Christ took him to this earth, took him from his place in the Glory as a member of Wightyall the
power and glory that that meanTook him to this scene, took him to a place in which he would meet
nothing but contradiction, with disgust, with hatred, witbrgthing but what he came tovgi Ls.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, | badjepeaks of the attitude of God, because the grace of
God is spoken of much more than the grace of our Lord Jesus Chmdtthe Apostle evidently had
told these people, these Corinthians, who, by thg were a very wicked people to begin with, and
enumerating some of their wickednesses in the first epistle he telsiuadw, you're washed, youe
cleansed, you're sanctified, yoe'made holy in the sight of God[ | Cor. 6:11] See, the righteousness
of Christ is imparted to those who belean Him, and so, the Apostle, writing to these people that he
had been preaching to for 18 months, no doubt visiting in their homes, just as he says in the 20th chapter
to the people of Ephesu¥isiting in their homes, meeting them night and, gagaching to them, and



counseling themThey knew the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, because that waslatien that God
had gven to im, the Apostle Paul, and hea commissioned to spread this abroad, toenitaknown.
And in those days the licentious and idalshiping Greeks, tlyehad instantlya geat maw of them,
instantly sa that this was soaf better than anything that thbad had up to that timeThey forsook
their idols, thg changed their lies, they repented of their sins, theeceved the fogiveness of God
through Christ, and were madeanereatures in Christ. As he says, “wherefore if aman be in Christ,
he is a n& creation” [Il Cor. 5:17] Everything is changedWe 4ill have the old nature.We 4ill are
what we were at the beginning, but werdia rew rature, we hee a dvine nature, that responds to God
and to Christ.And we are indwelt with the Spirit of God whichvgg us anmterest in Godly things, and
makes us fit for His presence.

And we knav, he says the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and that introduces us into the subject
that it is a wonderful thing to be a Christian, because the Christian has a knowledge that no one else has.
The unbeliger could not say “we knw that all things work together for good to them thael&od, to
those who are the called according to his purpoklee muldn't say that. He's probably grouching or
grieving about things that are, that happened to him; he has a miserabléticheve are told that the
pleasures of sin are just for a seas8o.if there is a time when fun is had, and so on, this passgs a
But the spiritual things, the things that God in Christ can minister to us, throughotdeo¥\God and
through the Spirit of God, thydast for eternity They are things that cahbe lost.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, it speaks of the tremendous compassion that God has for His
creatures. Ispeaks also of His good willThat was what was announced through the angels and the
shepherds, that the glory of God is here, asdogace on earth. It could Y& leen peace on earth, had
men receaied him. Butanyway the remainder of the verse, the remainder of the statement still remains
true, good will tevard man. That was the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.

John tells us in his gospel that “theMavas gven by Moses, bt grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ” [John 1:17] Nw that does not mean that thevlaf Moses vas wrong, or that there wasyan
thing wrong with it, it just means that thevaf Moses was going to be superseded by something ne
in the world, that is the fullness of grace and truthat's what came by Jesus Christ, and of his fullness
have dl we receved grace upon grace. lItis as if God was piling up the good will, and Heeddis
heart, that sent his son to die for human beings, ¥ Wwild only repent and ree& forgiveness, and
belong to him, become his children and sons, by faith.

So we see a little bit of that grace in the first visit of the Lord to hishigynome city his home
town, of Nazareth.Luke 4 €lls the story that was he was born in Bethlehem of course, but brought up
in Nazareth. But when he became a man, presumably when he entered upon his, inéistty
Nazareth, and came and dwelt in Capernaum, as we're told. And Nazareth and Capernawm are tw
cities that lay a claim to the Lord Jesus to his birth, to his life, but strange thassysites are not well-
known nav. They show a pdace where the Lord is supposed todn&een laid, as a babe, but I'm sure
that isnt the place, becauseyaworship there would not be trueovship. Itwould be worship because
of his having being born therdust think of the Lord, the Lord chose the humblest place in all the earth,
not even a gace where a child auld be born, either in a home or a hospital, but because there was no
room for him at the inn, the mother had to bestato a stable. And the Lord was not only born there,
but laid in a mangerSo he tad associated with theWer creation; that shows the physical lowliness of



his birth.

But when he came back to Nazareth on one occasion, as we're told in the 4th of Luke, and | imag-
ine this must h&e keen \ery shortly after he came and dwelt in Capernaum, the Lord went into the syna-
gogue. Theravas no emple in Nazareth; none of the small cities in the land of Judea hadIsigh.
only in Jerusalem. But when the Lord went there, he took up the scroll of the prophet Isaiah, and found
the place where it was writtertth'e spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because he has annointed me to
preach the gospel to the pdof Luke 4:18] And thats what he was about to do. And when he had fin-
ished that passage, up to the place where it aygreach the acceptable year of the Lbhk rolled
up the scroll, for there were no books in that time, he rolled up the scroll and gaartdgreach and
say these wnderful words, words ner before spoken at grtime: “This day is this scripture fulfilled
in your ears.

Can you imagine what a claim thaas®? Herethis is his instant claim to DeitywWhat could be a
higher thing than to say the Spirit of the Lord God is upon me? Here he identifies the Spirit of God with
God Himself, Jehwah God, in his personTheres the Trinity. And he bgins to speak, then hedins
to enlarge on that, to preach the gospel to the. pAad it says the effect of that was electrithey
marnelled at the words of grace that were proceeding from his mdiitiit must hee been a wnderful
thing to hae been there.To haveheard Deity in the person of a lowly person, a lowly man, yet a perfect
man, one in whom there was no sin, could be no sin, one that was speaking as God Hirasealbn-
dered at the gracious words, the words of grace that proceeded from his mouth.

But you knav, John tells us in his first chapten addition to all the beautiful statements made
there about the coming of the person wraswhe creatpthe Word, the Light, the Life, he tells us that
this person was full of grace and trutliou see grace, while this is aomderful thing, it needs some-
thing else, and truth must be a part of it, must be aligned withnitl thats what the Lord then pro-
ceeded to do.

He then told these people in the synagogue at Nazareth that there wegreidwvs in the time
of Elijah, there were mariepers in the time of Elisha. In thewnderful land that the Lord was living in
which had been for 1500 years, or perhaps nearer 2000 years, the special land that &aiedaaht
protected, because as you look at the map of Israel you see on the one side the Mediterrangdn Sea, b
the north of it is Lebanon and Syria to the east of it is Jordan, and to the south of it is Egypt. and all of
these were enemies of the land of Isralgley were constant enemies, although probably in those days,
before Christ, Syria and Lebanon were not the land we kaday But they were in that geographical
location. Israelthe land of Judea, was ringed about with enemies; God was preserving them.

But it says that “not in all the land that Goésvso signally preserving did he visit the widows that
needed help, or did he visit the lepers that needed cledndiraf. one of them, he says, wavedh
“ except the widw of Zarepheth, and Naaman the SyriahLuke 427] You knav what that, then there
was another electric shock as it would, as it seemed, came through the audience, and their admiration,
and the sense of grace anddahat was in this mags’wice and heart changed immediately to hate.
And what was the resultPhey stopped him, took him out of that synagogue, and led him to the dfro
a hll, with the aszowed intention of casting him dm. Butthey didn't succeed. Ira few words it tells
us that he passed through the midst of th@erhaps thewere, in Indian fashion, assemblecelié&n the
sides of an aisle, and expected him to pass through apdvthéd beat him to death. But he passed



through the midst of them, and went his way.

And likewise, in Capernaum, the Lord did most of his wonderful works, and as ¢ spak ome
weeks ago, he had to say that “if all the mightgrks; the works of pwer, God’s power, infinite
power “had been done in Sodom, therould have repented. [ Matthen 11:21] The would hare £en
the hand of God, tlyewould hare ®en the power of God and admitted their wickedness, agduitie
only receve a bsser punishment than you.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ: what a wonderful thing iTlat still expends todayThat
word, that Grace, a divineard. If you look it up in the dictionaryou will only find only one or tw
meanings attached to the spiritual meaning, which our Bible tells us is Gadg, the infinitedva
that he has twards man, his creature that hasaleed against him. So sinned that toddls so om-
mon that its doubted whether there is a Godnd God seems in some respects to be disappearing, just
like the unverse; thg speak of the advancing werse that$ receding all the time.

Well God’s grace still continues with man. He hasyided a way of salvation, the grace of God
that bringeth salvation to all men has appeared. It appeared first in the time of the Lord, 1900 years ago,
when he came to Bethlehem, Nazareth, and CapernButrthose were not his real homes, for he said,
“the son of man has not a home, he has no place to lay hi% headvas so rejected, so despised, as
Isaiah 53 tells us, that he had no part here. And only foratttdat he was in constant communication
with his Father and knev what it was to speak to Him, to reeeidrength from Him, to kne that he
was imparting the very words of God here, to a rebellious nation, and then to a hostile world.

For at the cross of Calvary it was bothwland Gentile. Though the gospel in the Olestament
seems to be directed mostly to thevJget there are passages in Isaiah thatvshat it was for all the
world. “Look unto me and be ye wad, all the ends of the earth[ Isaiah 45:22] Just think of the
tremendous size of the earth, compared to the small nation of Israel. It used to be the size of the state of
Massachusetts, 7000 mileBut | think in the last 10 years théaveincreased that, though #iee not
expected to hold it, or at least §iee asked not to hold itl don’t think it's inhabited, so i§ probably of
not much use to them, other than a littlenauk.

This is the grace of God that brings salvation to nBut man has to want it. Man has to feel that
he needs it.Salhation is nger thrust upon us, though there are passages in the Scripture that seem to
show that if it was not thrust upon us weouldn't receve it. But whether that be so or not, no one
receves the salvation of God without accepting We nmust want it, we must accept it, we must reeei
it. And then to pree that it is genuine, the genuineness of our reception of that gospel, we muwst follo
on. We nust become follwers of the Lord Jesus Christhat's a @rollary of the wonderful statement
that the grace of our Lord Jesus Christvalable for all.

But the verse continues, “that though he was fiemd the only change in that thavé’ ®en in
other \ersions is that it was “when he was rict nd of course thad’'true too. Now I'm not acquainted
with the Greek, and there are so maopies of the Greek that itauld be impossible, unless you had
access to all these copies, to Wnehether that'Wwhen” was absolutely in the original. But it is true,
isn'tit.

We sang “though the cattle upon a thousand Hillsut thats just the ery smallest fraction of
what the Lord wns. Heowns the unierse; he created it by the word of hisygn Though there may
be different interpretations of the first chapter of Genesis,ahgefirst statement is that God created it,



and it must hae keen by his wrd. To create something out of nothing: tlsa®od’'s work, Gods done.

And there are at least a hundred passages in the Scriptures, both Oldvahelsidenent, that attest to
the fact that it is God that has created theld: John$ gospel, first chapteshows us that the Word, the
Lord Jesus Christ, the person whalked this earth 1900 years ago, was thevadgjent in that cre-
ation. Itwas his word, it was his actHere he comes into this scenejsgiit dl up, gives up dl claim to

his creation, and acts here as Adamiccessar Adam was a type of Christubjust in the opposite
form. Adamsinned, and lostverything. Christ,the Lord Jesus Christ, came into this scene, and has
gained everything. Hereganed it for God, he restored the glory of God. Of course wetder’ this

with our eyes, but this is a spiritual truth, that the Scripturegepro

And so, “though he was richpr “when he was rich. N ow that, | think, is a beautiful proof of
his Deity For when was he rich on eartliRist the opposite: he came into the poorest kind of birth, led
the simplest kind of life, he was a carpentBvery man had a trade in those days; the Lord took the
trade of a carpentethat is a bilder. And what a wonderful suggestion; that he was the one who had
framed the unierse. Hewas the huilder of the unierse. Allthings came into being by him and nothing
that is in existence, has life, came into being without him.

But it says, it continues, “that though he was fiah; “‘when he was rich,” he became pogr
And what vas the reason for that? It was for ouresakHewas the one that was to carry out, was to
fulfill, the prophecies in the OldeBtament. Thé&3rd of Isaiah, if you read that,dtthhe most remark-
able passage in all Scripture that shows that haseanperson doing something for others. He was per
fect, but hes doing this for imperfect people, and doing it infedhg. Arnyone else that would ka
come, ag human being that would ke receved the treatment that the Lord Jesus Christ kecki
would have Hasted, with the power he had, wouldr@éddasted the unierse out of existence, smashed it
to smithereensBut all the hatred, all the contempt, all the opposition that heveetenly carried him
further, nearer to that place where he would become poor.

The Scriptures attest the physicalgy of the Lord. Just think of the time, when with his disci-
ples, he was asked whether it was right te@ dgiibute to CaesarHe ddn’t havea penry; he said she
me a penn And though he ki all things, and kne that Judas was carrying on this deception, and
crookedness, and the waiousness that led him to that final act of selling the Lord for thirty pieces of
silver, he went on with it. Just think of the time when he went into the fields with his disciples and
crushed the grains of wheat on the Sabbath. And that immediately aroused the hatred of the Pharisees,
the Scribes; thesaid it was unlawful to do thisThey had the Lav of Moses, and a lot more, but yhe
didn’t havea dngle bit of the grace, the compassion, the good will, &ke fthe lovingkindness that we
were singing of this morning, the mgrcAll these qualities that only a ¥ihe person can shoin al its
fullness. Thyg didn’t haveary of that, but he was full of it. And that led him to the place where he
became, finallypoor, poorer than the pooNo one has eer done what he did for the salof man. All
the philanthrop of al the centuries doesntompare in the slightest degree with the greatness of the
suffering, with the agon with the atonement that was wrought through Christ.

Just think of what he bore. It was not only the curse of God, but it was the curse that had been
pronounced by the Spirit of God in the book of Deuterono@wrsed is gery one that hangeth upon a
tree. Ewery body had to be taken down before suntjosvery one that was hanged. The Lord fulfilled
that. Healso took the curse that he had himself pronounced in the Garden of Eden: “cursed is the



ground, for tly sake” [ Genesis 4:11] And then he took the curse of the broken Galatians tells us
that Christ has redeemed us from the curse of tke being made a curse for ugust think of the
power of that, of the tremendous implication of that. All the curse tkiatsel upon eery one that did

not continue in all the works of the wao do hem, he took that upon himself. That is the secret, that is
the revelation, that is the meaning of the phrase “he became’poor

And the final thing is that we though hisvedy, we through that extreme experience that he suf-
fered upon Calary’s aoss, six hours of pain, six hours of awfulfeuhg, three hours at the hands of
men and Satan, three hours at the hand of Gawdl at the final end of it he would say “it is finished’
and ‘father into ty hands | commend my spifit.T he work of atonementas done. Some ha sid
how could it be possible that in three hours he could atone for all the sins ofl memot knav how to
answer that, except to say that here was an infinite being, God Hitt'setifficult for us to imagine a
person so laly, for he had said “I am meek and lowly in hediatthew 11:29] and preed that by his
characterby his conduct. For such a person to suffer the wrath of God, but it is an infinite person
against finite, and we little kivo the power of the infinite. The infinite is ymnd our imagination,
beyond our understanding. And | think when we see the Lord, not as the persas be warth, but as
the person he went back to liem, the one that first ascended, but the one that has ascendedrf
above the heaens, that he might fill all things. Our admiration, ouvdoour wonder will be tremen-
dous. Iltwill probably be far abee any hought of ours n@. But thats what we're going on to.

And these are the riches that he means. God speaks though his servanmotty, The said
“chage them that are rich in thisond,” [ | Timothy 6:17] those who are physically rich, whoviea
mongy, who hare fame and glorychamge them not to be satisfied with that, not to count on that, because
that's passing, but to enyothe rich things of God. God whowgs us ichly all things to enjg. The “all
things’ there are the spiritual things, the things that wehmaw, but we scarcely realize thwogreat thg
are.

For instance, the fgiveness of sins, the salvation, the eternal life, the inheritance thatwednha
Christ, the righteousness of God in Him, the state thatewr, the place that we V& before God.
Boldness to enter into the holiest. Just think of it, the High Priest alone could go oncecauldgut
aside that veil, and enteand offer the blood. And we ke instant access at all times, into therw
presence of God, that whickiem the high priest had no privilege to do.

So we are enriched tremendousind | would ask that anyone here, who has heard #risev
spolken on so poorlybecause is a dvine utterance, the Spirit of God has indicted this for your pleasure
and mine. If you're not sure of the truth of this, of thetfthat without it, you'll face a lost eternityr
an eternity with the lost, that you need the experience giviress of your sins, you need to come to
Christ and receke that peace and rest that we spolk sme weeks ago' Come unto me, all ye that are
weary and heavy laden, and | willvgiyou rest. [ Matthav 11:28] If you haen't experienced that,
friend, male it your husiness. Thad’the most pressing business of the,ddythe month, of the week,
and the yearand all your life here, but & only available until the Lord comes, and that may come at
ary moment. TheApostle, the same Apostle that wrote this letygrdvine inspiration saysriow, now,
now is the day of salvatioh.M ay we pray.

Blessed God ourdther we &k thy blessing upon what has beely thord, what has been spark
in weakness.We thank thee that in weakness there is spiritual strength.ask that each one may



receve the gift of God which cost thee so much, which is offered so freely to us, withouy,noone
without price. It we could pay for it, it would annul thalwe of the blood of Christ, of his death on the
cross and his life for us mo So we pay that each one here maywbaeceved the gift and may enjo
some more as we go along, the grace of the Lord Jesus Chraigh, when he was rich, for our sak
he became popthat we, through that infinite gerty, might be infinitely enrichedWe thank thee for
this, in the Lord precious name, amen. The meetingusro



